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2016 Wallingford School District 

Annual School District Meeting Minutes 

February 29, 2016 

Wallingford Elementary School 

 

School Moderator A. Jay Kenlan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed the 

62+ attendees.  Mr. Kenlan made mention of this year’s town report dedication to Fred 

Thurlow, who was a vital part of town meeting each year.   

 

Following the pledge of allegiance, the meeting was turned over to School Chair Ken 

Fredette who introduced the Town School District board members Tara Lidstone, Paul 

Rondinone, Janine Rodgers, Shannon Pytlik, and Town Clerk and Treasurer Julie Sharon. 

Tara Lidstone is not seeking reelection and was recognized for her service.  He also 

introduced MRU School Chair Tammy Heffernan, board member Paul Rondinone, 

Wallingford Principal Helen Richards-Peele, Superintendent Dave Younce, Business 

Manager Stan Pawlaczyk, Town Administrator Sandi Switzer, and mentioned retiring staff 

Carrie Dinnan, Charlene Lundeen, and Mary Grabowski. 

 

The moderator invited those who were attending their first town meeting to stand and be 

recognized.  He then read the warning as follows:  The legal voters of the Town School 

District of Wallingford, Vermont are hereby notified and warned to meet at the Wallingford 

Elementary School at 7:00 p.m. in the evening on Monday, February 29, 2016 for the Annual 

Town  School District meeting.  The polls will be open on Tuesday, March 1, 2016, at the 

Wallingford Town Hall at 10:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of voting by 

Australian ballot.  The business to be transacted will include: 

 

ARTICLE I. To elect a Town School District Moderator for the ensuing year.  (By Australian 

ballot) 

 

ARTICLE II.  To elect one Town School Director for a term of two years.  (By Australian 

ballot) 

  

ARTICLE III.  To elect one Town School Director for a term of three years.  (By Australian 

ballot) 

 

ARTICLE IV.  To elect one Director to the Mill River Union District #40 Board for a term of 

three years.  (By Australian ballot) 

 

ARTICLE V.  Will the Town School District vote compensation for the School Directors and if 

so, at what rate? 
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Kathy Luzader made the motion and Bill Brooks seconded it.  Board members each receive 

$800 with the Chair receiving $1,100, for a total budget of $4,300.  The motion passed by 

voice vote. 

 

ARTICLE VI.  Will the Town School District vote to authorize the Board of School Directors to 

borrow money temporarily from time to time, as may be required to pay orders?  (By 

Australian ballot) 

 

ARTICLE VII.  Shall the voters of the Wallingford Town School District approve the school 

board to expend, $2,373,069.00, which is the amount the school board has determined to be 

necessary for the ensuring fiscal year? (By Australian ballot)  It is estimated that this 

proposed budget, and the following article, if approved, will result in education spending of 

$16,217.50 per equalized pupil.  This projected spending per equalized pupil is 0.49% higher 

than spending for the current year. 

 

Ken Fredette reported that the budget is up $86,334, or 3.73%, compared to the current fiscal 

year.  The budget amount includes the $25,000 sinking fund request.  The increase is 

attributable to salaries and benefits of $73,591, which saw a 7.9% increase in health 

insurance.  The board is close to ratifying a new teacher’s contract.  The sinking fund request 

was increased by $7,000 in order to start building up the reserve funds because the building’s 

boilers are nearing their end of life.  $7,500 was also added to the budget to fund the Winter 

Sports program and Four Winds program.  Mr. Fredette stated that the total budget of 

$2,398,069 is still $134,076 less than their peak budget in FY09.   

 

Mr. Fredette reviewed education tax rates stating that the residential school tax rate is 

estimated at $1.42, down 1 cent. That is split about 50/50 between Wallingford Elementary 

and Mill River.  However, if the merger is approved, the school tax should be approximately 

$1.34.  

 

ARTICLE VIII.  Will the Town School District vote to appropriate the sum of $25,000 to the 

Building Sinking fund?  (By Australian ballot) 

 

ARTICLE IX.  Will the Town School District vote to authorize the Town School District to 

transfer any audited unanticipated surplus funds remaining at the end of FY16 to the Building 

Sinking fund?  (By Australian ballot) 

 

Ken Fredette stated that this article was implemented last year.  In the past, the school 

received a 30% reimbursement from the state on any capital construction costs.  We could 

have recaptured $270,000 on the $900,000 capital improvement bond.  However, a 

moratorium on state payments was instituted over 8 years ago.  Mr. Fredette mentioned there 

are other grant opportunities for future building improvements.  YTD results are always a 

moving target; however, $27,314 is the unanticipated surplus from FY15. 
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The Moderator read the warning for the Act 153 School District Consolidation. The legal 

voters of the Town of Wallingford in the County of Rutland are hereby notified and warned to 

meet at the Wallingford Elementary School at 7:00 p.m. in the evening on February 29, 2016 

for the purpose of a final informational meeting on Act 153 consolidation of the school 

districts of Clarendon, Shrewsbury, Tinmouth, Wallingford, and Mill River Union School 

District #40 into a new union school district, which for election purposes has been assigned 

the temporary name of “White Rocks Unified School District”.  The polls will be open on 

Tuesday, March 1, 2016, at the Wallingford Town Hal, from 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., for the 

purpose of voting by Australian ballot upon the following articles of business: 

 

Article I:  Shall the Town of Wallingford School District, which the State Board of Education 
has found necessary to include in a proposed new union school district, join with the school 
districts of Clarendon and Shrewsbury, which the State Board of Education has found 
necessary to include in the proposed new union school district, the school district of 
Tinmouth, which the State Board of Education has found advisable to include in the proposed 
new union school district, and the Mill River Union High School District #40, which the State 
Board of Education found necessary for the formation of the new union school district but 
which shall not be referred to as a member district as its interests are represented by the 
voters of Clarendon, Shrewsbury and Wallingford town school districts, for the purpose of 
forming the White Rocks Unified School District as provided in Title 16, Vermont Statutes 
Annotated, upon the following conditions and agreements (by Australian ballot):  

(a) Grades: The White Rocks Unified School District shall operate and manage 

schools offering instruction in grades pre-kindergarten through grade twelve (12).  

(b) Board of School Directors: The White Rocks Unified School District Board of 

Directors shall consist of eleven members, distributed for the census period following 

2010 as follows: Clarendon, 4 directors; Wallingford, 4 directors; Shrewsbury, 2 

directors; and Tinmouth, 1 director. The membership may be reallocated following a 

decennial census consistent with the proportional representation requirements of the 

US Constitution and 16 VSA 706b(9). 

(c) Assumption of debts and ownership of school property: The White Rocks Unified 

School District shall assume the indebtedness of member districts, acquire the 

school properties or rights thereto, of member districts, and pay for them, all as 

specified in the final report.  

(d) School Closing: No elementary school shall be closed without a unanimous vote 
of the White Rocks Unified School District Board, and an affirmative vote of the town 
in which it is located.  

(e) Final Report: The provisions of the final report approved by the State Board of 

Education on the 15th day of December, 2015, which is on file in the town clerk's 

office, shall govern the White Rocks Unified School District.   
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Ken Fredette reported that a school district consolidation vote failed in 2007; however, this 

proposal, initially Act 153 (now called Act 46), is not optional.  Compliance is mandated by 

2018; otherwise, the state will proceed consolidating in 2019.  Mr. Fredette feels that by 

approving this article, it will be solid protection against closing schools because pursuant to 

Article I(d), all 11 board members and the town where the school is located must vote in the 

affirmative to close its school.  This vote is different than what was proposed years ago.  

Wallingford will be taking advantage of tax incentives of 8¢ in 2016, 6¢ next year, 4¢ the year 

after and then 2¢ the final year.   

Kelly DiIonno asked what happens if the consolidation is turned down.  If the consolidation is 

defeated, it may be proposed again.  Eventually the tax incentives will disappear and the 

surrounding town school boards might not be consolidated with Wallingford. 

Nan Dubin asked if each school would have its own budget.  Ken Fredette replied that it 

would be one budget for the entire district; however, the sinking fund accounts will stay with 

each town.   

Bob Soule felt that approving the consolidation is the best solution for our district. He added 

it’s the best way to preserve our local school and it would be a mistake to give up the 

financial incentives. 

Ken Fredette stated that Act 46 is not going away.  He was involved in writing this bill at its 

inception and hopes that people don’t vote “no” just to send a message to Montpelier. 

Jay Kenlan thanked the school board and administration for their hard work. 

Jay Kenlan read Article II as follows:  To elect four (4) White Rocks Unified School District 

Directors: one (1) director for a term of one (1) year, two (2) for a term of two (2) years, and 

one (1) for a term of three (3) years from the date of the organizational meeting for terms as 

described above.   

ARTICLE X.  To conduct such other business as may properly come before the meeting. 

 

Ken Fredette reminded property owners to file their Homestead Declaration by April 15th. 

 

With no other business to come before the body, at 7:42 p.m. Mr. Kenlan asked for a motion 

to adjourn the meeting. Nelson Tift moved to adjourn; David Klock seconded it.  The motion 

was approved by voice vote. 

Submitted: _____________________________ Town Moderator 

                  _____________________________  School Board Chair 

                  _____________________________  Town Clerk 


