
Wallingford Selectboard Minutes* 

*These are unofficial Minutes subject to the approval at the next regular 
meeting. 

June 16, 2014   
  
  

Site Visit. 
  
Selectboard Present: Nelson Tift, Mark Tessier, Rose Regula and Gary 
Fredette 
  
Others Present: Sandi Switzer, Bill Lohsen, Diane Baker and Joan Lattuca 
  
Chair. N. Tift called the site visit to order at 6:00 p.m. at Elfin Lake. 
  
G. Fredette staked out a possible site for the construction of a pavilion with 
the dimensions of 20’X24’ and 20’X36’. 
  
There was discussion regarding the septic tank, leach field, power lines, 
ground covering under the pavilion and alternate locations. 
  
The board recessed the site visit at 6:20 p.m. 
  
Selectboard Meeting. 
  
Selectboard Present: Nelson Tift, Mark Tessier, Rose Regula and Gary 
Fredette   

Others Present:  Julie Sharon, Sandi Switzer, Phil Baker, Ellie Fredericks, 
Julie Baker, Joel Baker, Keith Shelvey and Erin Mansfield.   

Chair N. Tift called the regular Selectboard meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at 
Town Hall.   

Minutes. The board by consensus approved the minutes of the June 2nd 
meeting.    



Selectboard Orders.  G. Fredette made a motion to approve the pay orders 
totaling $59,715.82 including the added $238.81 for the CAMA invoice; motion 
seconded by M. Tessier.  Motion carried (4-0).    

Road Commissioner’s Report. Road Commissioner Phil Baker offered an 
estimate for a catch basin to replace the manhole near the fire station. The 
estimate included $693 for the base, $206 for the top and Mr. Baker’s labor 
costs of $3300 for two days of work. He noted the unit could possibly be 
installed in a single day and labor costs would decrease.   

Board members reviewed The Belden Company's estimate of $6150 to 
replace the existing catch basin with a precast concrete structure, including 
pipes, excavation, backfill, disposal and pavement restoration. 

In other road commissioner business, Mr. Baker informed the board the 
estimate from John W. Kennedy Company of Montpelier supplied by Marcel 
Fuel Company for an above ground double wall fuel tank at the town garage 
was $3651.03 and a single wall tank was $2401.03. He said it would be set on 
blocks that would cost $55 each and crushed stone would be used for 
drainage.   

G. Fredette noted The Verterre Group provided an estimate of $2655.76 for 
soil tests, site cleaning, and assessments. Mr. Baker said he would be willing 
to pull the old tank at no charge. He said it would have to be disposed of and 
he said Mac Steel or Hubbard might take it.   

G. Fredette said the fuel tank and catch basin were priorities and asked where 
the funds would come from to pay for the projects. Town Clerk and Treasurer 
Julie Sharon responded there was $15,000 in the building fund and she said 
there was money leftover in the FY’14 grader line item #5307. N. Tift said he 
wanted the grader funds dedicated for the catch basin project.   

G. Fredette made a motion authorizing Mr. Baker to proceed with the 
purchase of a single wall fuel tank from John W. Kennedy Company and to 
hire The Verterre Group to perform site cleaning, assessments and other 
duties with Mr. Baker onsite to pull the tank at no charge and all expenses 
paid out of the building fund; M. Tessier seconded the motion. Motion carried 
(4-0).   

G. Fredette made a motion authorizing Mr. Baker to proceed with the catch 
basin project near Route 140 and Railroad Street at a cost of $693 for the 
base, $206 for the top and $3300 for Baker’s two days of labor with expenses 



to be paid out of the grader budget; R. Regula seconded the motion. Motion 
carried (4-0).   

Mr. Baker said he had not obtained estimates for a hydraulic pump to outfit 
the backhoe or grader with a sweeper. He indicated the tree at the recreation 
field would be removed this week.   

N. Tift asked the road commissioner to instruct the road crew to deliver a 
couple of loads of sand to Elfin Lake beach.   

Board members indicated they were not interested in participating in the 
state’s bulk road salt bidding process.   

Elfin Lake Pavilion Recommendation. Recreation Committee member Keith 
Shelvey informed the board he received a quote of $1800 for materials from 
LaValley Building Supply to construct a 20’X24’ pavilion. He was not in favor 
of a concrete base and suggested a river rock or some other fine material for 
ground cover.   

Mr. Baker said Pike Industries had a 3/8” screened river rock that would be 
easy to walk on in bare feet and the company may donate some of it.   

G. Fredette said he preferred a 20’X36’ pavilion that would fit three large 
picnic tables. He informed Mr. Shelvey the board had staked out the location 
and A-1 plumbers would not need to be hired to locate the septic since Bill 
Lohsen provided that information during the site visit.   

M. Tessier said the pavilion may needed to be shifted 3 to 4 feet so it does not 
interfere with power lines.   

Mr. Shelvey asked whether he would need to return to a future Selectboard 
meeting with another quote for materials for a larger sized pavilion. He said it 
was his plan to construct the building before the lake opens on June 21. He 
said he had 10 volunteers for the project.   

G. Fredette made a motion to authorize the Recreation Committee to spend 
up to $3500 on materials for the construction of the pavilion; M. Tessier 
seconded the motion. Motion carried (4-0).   

Mr. Shelvey said if the project was not completed by June 21, he would put 
yellow caution tape around the area to keep beach visitors out.   



Mitchell Road Complaint. Ellie Frederick told the board someone had driven 
off Mitchell Road onto her property damaging some of the brush and 
vegetation. She asked whether she could install barriers to prevent vehicles 
from coming onto her land.   

N. Tift said a private property owner could install barriers outside of the town’s 
right-of-way. M. Tessier indicated it was a three-rod right-of-way or 49 ½ 
feet.   

Ms. Frederick asked if she could maintain her driveway or would she need 
Selectboard permission now that the town had adopted a Trail Policy. N. Tift 
said she could maintain her driveway in the same manner she did before the 
policy was adopted.   

The board declined Ms. Frederick’s request to send notice to all Mitchell Road 
landowners alerting them of the Trail Policy.   

N. Tift said the town may need to adopt an ordinance outlining penalties for 
violating town policies.   

Public Comments. None   

Property Map Maintenance Agreement. G. Fredette made a motion to 
approve and sign Russell Graphics maintenance agreement for town maps at 
$1500 annually; M. Tessier seconded the motion. Motion carried (4-0).   

CAMA Agreement. G. Fredette made a motion to approve and sign the state 
of Vermont’s agreement for Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal (CAMA) 
services that allows the town to use Marshall & Swift NEMRC products 
through June 15, 2015 for a fee of $238.81; R. Regula seconded the motion. 
Motion carried (4-0).   

Animal Control Workshop. G. Fredette made a motion to pay the $60 fee for 
a VLCT Animal Control Workshop attended by N. Tift; M. Tessier seconded 
the motion. Motion carried (4-0).   

Liquor Licenses. There was some discussion that a couple of lines on the 
White Rocks’ first class liquor license application were not completed. The 
owner was invited to Town Hall to fill out the remainder of the document. G. 
Fredette made a motion to approve the completed White Rocks’ first and third 
class liquor license applications; M. Tessier seconded the motion. Motion 
carried (4-0).   



Bank Resolution. G. Fredette made a motion to approve and sign the Bank 
Resolution authorizing the town clerk/treasurer and assistants the power to 
open accounts, make deposits, borrow funds and more; M. Tessier seconded 
the motion. Motion carried (4-0).   

Other Announcements/Business. There was some discussion regarding 
overweight vehicles using town roads without the required permits.   

N. Tift mentioned speed limit and No Thru Truck Traffic signs were missing at 
the junction of Railroad Street and Route 140.   

N. Tift directed town employees to order name plates for Selectboard 
members from Initial Ideas similar to the one he already purchased.   

Selectboard members declined an invitation to participate in the state Agency 
of Natural Resources’ webinar regarding municipal authority related to in-
stream work.   

In response to changes to the state Open Meeting Law, the Selectboard 
designated Town Hall, the village post office and East Wallingford Post Office 
as the official sites for posting agendas and notices.   

The meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.   

  

  

                                                                                                                            
  Date Approved: 

  

Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 

  


