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Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

December 17, 2018 
 

Selectboard Members Present: Bill Brooks, Gary Fredette, Rose Regula, Mark Tessier, 
and Nelson Tift.  
 
Others present: Julie Sharon, Sandi Switzer, Joyce Barbieri, Carol Macleod, Bastian 
Auer, Phil Baker, Steve Lanfear, Judy Edmunds, Lynn Edmunds, Eric Davenport, 
Bonnie Gainer, Maria French and Steve Benard. 
 
Chair B. Brooks called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall. 

Agenda Amendments.  Town Administrator Sandi Switzer added revised Intent to 

Offer from Keith Hawkins regarding the 1631 Route 103 property. 

Minutes.  M. Tessier made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 

12/03/18 Minutes. Motion carried (5-0).  

Pay Orders. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift approving the pay 

order total of $50,846.72. Motion carried (5-0). 

Stone Meadow Sign. By consensus, the Board authorized the Conservation 

Commission to install two signs – one at the Waldo Lane entrance and one near the 

Elfin Lake beach parking area – outlining rules for Stone Meadow at a cost of $207.03.   

FY’20 Highway. By consensus, the Board agreed on the following: line #5303 $500; 

line #5307 $3500; line #5308 $3000; line #5316 $1000; line #5317 $2000; line #5318 

$32,500; line #5319 $40,000; line #5323 $75,000; line #5325 $69,500; #5328 $1500 

($500 per road crew member to purchase their own work clothes); line #5332 $2000 

($1000 for sidewalks and $1000 for bridge decking materials); line #5336 $5000; line 

#5337 $5000, and line #5338 $2000.   

By consensus, the Board agreed to spread the Dodge Ram One Ton payments out over 

three years with line #5340 (1st of 3 payments) $20,000. 

There was a brief discussion regarding what to do with FEMA reimbursement fund in 

the amount of $132,000 from the July 1, 2017 storm. No decision was made. 

FY’20 Appropriations. Eric Davenport of Wallingford Rescue explained the need to 

replace monitor equipment at a cost of $24,000 plus the need to replace one of the 

ambulances (both are 18 years old). Mr. Davenport requested a $20,000 increase from 

$11,000 to $31,000. N. Tift asked if it was a one-time request. Mr. Davenport said he 

hoped so but could not guarantee it with state mandates. By consensus, the Board 

agreed to budget $31,000 for Wallingford Rescue. 

Bonnie Gainer requested level funding the Gilbert Hart Library amount at $36,000. 

Board members agreed. Bastian Auer recommended moving the Wallingford Little 
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League line item from Appropriations to the Recreation budget with a new line item of 

$500 for Youth Sports. The Board agreed. 

Road Commissioner Report. Road Commissioner Phil Baker asked for input for some 

VTrans questions. It was agreed standard highway signs were sufficient on Route 7 and 

there were no safety issues to be addressed on Route 7 that would require additional 

signage. The road commissioner indicated Jack Perry Road could be rated at 

24,000lbs. 

At the road commissioner’s request, the Board agreed to reimburse Randy Baker of 

Homerstone Road for a post and mailbox after it was determined a road crew member 

backed over the mailbox. 

Errors and Omissions. Board members by consensus approved Assessor Lisa 

Wright’s Errors and Omissions request related to Wallingford House due to an assessor 

error in accounting for a 10 per cent exemption. The value for 2017 was $868,900 with 

a 10% exemption of $86,890. The value for 2018 was $927,200 with the exemption of 

$92,720.   

Town Hall Chairs. By consensus, the Board approved Town Clerk and Treasurer Julie 

Sharon’s request to purchase new folding chairs for the second floor of Town Hall using 

senior funds with Kathy Upton’s approval. The cost for 18 sets with four chairs per set 

would be $900 plus a chair truck to store the chairs at an estimated $250 to $300. 

The town administrator requested the wooden chairs in good shape be preserved for 

future use. 

Constable Stipend. Board members agreed by consensus to approve a pro-rated 

monthly stipend of $125 for Constable Robert Cook beginning October 1, 2018. They 

requested quarterly reports. 

The board set the FY’20 Constable budget at $600. 

Sheriff Steve Benard said 40 hours of Rutland County Sheriff Department’s coverage 

starting July 1 for a 12-month period would cost $74,921. The current coverage of 30 

hours per week is $56,160. He said there would be a dedicated level 3 certified officer 

conducting 8-hour shifts.  

Joyce Barbieri asked the sheriff to increase patrols on Creek Road between 3:00 p.m. 

and 6:00 p.m. weekdays. 

After further discussion, B. Brooks made a motion to budget for 40 hours of patrols per 

week starting July 1 at a cost of $74,921 for 12 months. N. Tift seconded the motion. 

The Board approved the motion, 3-2 with G. Fredette and M. Tessier voting in the 

minority. B. Brooks said the 40 hours of weekly coverage would be on a one-year trial 

basis. 
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Intent to Offer for 1631 Route 103. Board members reviewed Keith Hawkins revised 

offer of $1500 “as is” for the former Witham property on Route 103 with no conditions. 

The board further reviewed a town administrator memo regarding a recommendation to 

use attorney Tammy Heffernan for the closing and to address clean up issues with the 

State. After a brief discussion, B. Brooks made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift 

accepting Mr. Hawkins’ $1500 offer contingent upon the state releasing the Town of 

clean up responsibilities after the sale and retaining Ms. Heffernan. Motion carried, 5-0. 

Public Comments. None. 

Selectboard Concerns. None. 

Other Business.  None. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m.                          Date Approved:  
Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 


