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Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

November 20, 2017 
 

Selectboard Members Present: Bill Brooks, Gary Fredette, Rose Regula, Nelson Tift 
and Mark Tessier.  
 
Others Present: Julie Sharon, Sandi Switzer, Steve Lanfear, Phil Baker, Marc Pramuk 
and Carol Macleod.  
 
Chair B. Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Wallingford Town 
Hall. 
 
Agenda Amendments. Agenda addition of VTrans sign on Town Hall property. 
 
Minutes. M. Tessier made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 
Minutes of the Selectboard meeting on November 6, 2017. Motion carried (4-0). G. 
Fredette was not in attendance at this portion of the meeting. 
 
Pay Orders. Town Administrator Sandi Switzer said there was a revision of the Phil Baker 
and Sons invoice with the new amount $35,671.67. She added Phil Baker and Sons 
roadside mowing of $945, Phil Baker and Sons work on Hartsboro Road of $1275 and 
Phil Baker and Sons work on Dugway Road of $15,000. 
 
Mr. Baker explained he met with Josh Carvajal from the state Agency of Natural 
Resources regarding a trouble spot on Hartsboro Road prone to flooding. They agreed 
he said on a course of action and Phil Baker and sons did the work last Friday, according 
to Mr. Baker. He said this was not part of the July 1 storm and FEMA would not be 
reimbursing a portion of expenses. 
 
N. Tift made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 11/21/17 pay orders 
totaling $91,129.69. Motion carried (4-0). G. Fredette was not in attendance at this portion 
of the meeting. 
 
Road Commissioner’s Report. Road Foreman Steve Lanfear said storm related 
damage to West Hill and Dugway Road was completed. He said he spent two days with 
FEMA representatives touring West Hill, Dugway, Tifft Road, Hartsboro Road, Seward 
Hill Road and Van Wyck Bridge. He said the representatives appeared pleased with the 
progress.  
 
He said he was unsure whether FEMA would reimburse for damages to Tifft Road and 
Van Wyck Bridge. 
 
S. Switzer asked what portion of Ferguson’s culvert bill should be sent to Bill Owens on 
West Hill Road. Road Commissioner Phil Baker said 100 feet of culvert at $19.53 per 
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foot. There was a brief discussion regarding the location of the culvert near the Owens’ 
property. 
 
The road commissioner said he would be installing concrete barriers on Tifft Road at the 
site washed out by the July 1 storm with “Danger: One Lane Ahead” traffic signs. 
 
He said he would talk to VTrans Eric House about a temporary bridge over Van Wyck. 
 
S. Switzer indicated if work on Dugway Road was completed, the town would need to 
sign a U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ work completion form. By unanimous consent, the 
board approved B. Brooks signing the form. 
 
S. Switzer noted all of the paperwork had been submitted to FEMA for Cross Road, Ice 
Bed Road, Haven Hill, Hawkins, Sugar Hill and Bear Mt. Road. She said she needed 
“after” photographs of the roads before FEMA would reimburse the town’s expenses. 
 
FY’19 Conservation Commission Budget. The board reviewed the draft Conservation 
Commission budget with a request of $3000. B. Brooks said that amount was up from 
$1500. He asked commission co-chairs Marc Pramuk and Carol Macleod about the 
increase.  Mr. Pramuk responded a portion would be used to control invasive species in 
Stone Meadow. Ms. Macleod said some of the funds would be used to purchase a shed 
to store tools. They agreed the $3000 was a one-time request. 
 
After further discussion, the board approved the $3000 request. 
 
FY’19 Capital Expenses. By unanimous consent, the board agreed to fund line #5712 
Creek Road Bridge Sinking Fund at $30,000. 
 
G. Fredette arrived at the meeting at 7:06 p.m. 
 
FY’19 Town Government. Board members agreed on the following - Item #5155 Rutland 
County Tax was preliminarily set at $17,800; #5115 Legal was set at $5000; #5150 
Transfer Station Expenses was set at $91,000; #5153 Cemeteries was set at $3000; and 
#5125 VLCT Dues was set at $3425. 
 
Planning Commission Resignation. Board members accepted with regrets Michael 
McMahon’s resignation from the planning commission. 
 
Interim Zoning Administrator Appointment. B. Brooks made a motion that was 
seconded by G. Fredette to approve the planning commission’s recommendation to 
appoint Justin Jankus as interim zoning administrator for the AG Self Storage application 
for self-storage units on Haven Hill Road. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Letter of Appreciation to Jerry Tift. By unanimous consent, the board agreed to sign a 
letter of appreciation to Jerry Tift for his service to the community as constable and animal 
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control officer. Mr. Tift has decided not to run for re-election to the seats when the terms 
expire in March. 
 
Employee Health Insurance. After a review of Blue Cross Blue Shield and MVP health 
insurance rates for 2018, N. Tift made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to 
continue health insurance coverage with BCBS with no changes. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Public Comments. None. 
 
Selectboard Comments/Concerns. R. Regula said a state official paid an impromptu 
visit to the transfer station to observe ewaste collections. She said the official was pleased 
with the way municipal employees were collecting and storing ewaste. 
 
VTrans Highway Sign on Town Hall Property. G. Fredette questioned the ramifications 
to the town for not allowing VTrans to install a 6-foot long, 5-foot wide sign on the Town 
Hall front lawn.  M. Tessier suggested the town obtain a legal opinion from VLCT. S. 
Switzer informed the board Tree Warden Steve Pytlik was opposed to cutting back the 
magnolia tree for the sign project or at the least waiting until the spring blossoms had 
dropped. 
 
By consensus, board members agreed they do not want the larger sign installed on the 
property. B. Brooks suggested VTrans explore a site east of Town Hall past all the homes. 
S. Switzer said she would notify VTrans engineer Judy Gilmore of their decision and then 
invite a VTrans official to a future meeting. 
 
There was a brief discussion about the AG Self Storage application before the DRB. Mr. 
Baker questioned whether a commercial operation’s driveway permit could be approved.  
He shared a copy of the driveway permit application to the board. 
 
Other Business. None. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 
                                                                                Date Approved:  

Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 


