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Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

November 19, 2018 
 

Selectboard Members Present: Bill Brooks, Gary Fredette, Rose Regula, Mark Tessier, 
and Nelson Tift.  
 
Others present: Julie Sharon, Sandi Switzer, Marc Pramuk, Erika Berner and Phil 
Baker. 
 
Chair B. Brooks called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall. 

Agenda Amendments.  None. 

Minutes.  G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by M. Tessier to approve the 

11/05/18 Minutes. Motion carried (5-0).  

Pay Orders. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift approving the pay 

order total of $19,575.15. Motion carried (5-0). 

Road Commissioner Report. Road Commissioner Phil Baker said Road Crew 

member Kyle Eastman had been out of work for a couple weeks due to surgery. 

He said he found out from a Viking representative the dump body would be installed on 

the new one ton within the next four weeks. 

Mr. Baker said Tom Wheeler declined to sign a Right of Entry for a stream alteration 

project in connection with FEMA’s Scope of Work for Tifft Road. He said the Town 

would not be able to proceed with the FEMA project without the stream alteration. He 

recommended installing jersey barriers and warning signage at the location damaged by 

the 07/01/17 storm. He recommended widening the road opposite the jersey barriers. 

After further discussion, it was the consensus of the Selectboard to follow the road 

commissioner’s recommendation to withdraw Tifft Road from FEMA’s project, install 

jersey barriers and signage, and widen the opposite side of the road. 

There was a brief discussion regarding the FEMA Scope of Work for Van Wyck Bridge. 

The road commissioner read aloud FEMA’s requirements for that project. Town 

Administrator Sandi Switzer indicated the deadline for completion was 02/16/21. She 

also noted state funds for the 07/01/17 storm estimated at $25,000 would be withheld 

until all work on all projects was completed. The board directed the town administrator 

to solicit estimates from four contractors for the bridge work. 

Planning Commission Report. Planning Commission Chair Erika Berner informed the 

board zoning regulations were being rewritten. She requested permission to appoint an 

advisory committee to assist with zoning map configurations. She added zoning 

definitions and maps would be updated and she said errors such as setbacks would be 

corrected. Ms. Berner noted items like tiny houses and micro-breweries would be 

incorporated. She said each member of the planning commission would be responsible 
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for updating different sections of the zoning regulations. She estimated the entire rewrite 

would take five to six months to complete.  

Ms. Berner said the planning commission was exploring a municipal planning grant for 

an Electric Vehicle Charging station. She further noted the commission was putting a 

hold on the river corridor work as a result of input from property owners.  

The board by consensus authorized the planning commission to appoint an advisory 

committee comprised of non-planning commission members to assist with map 

configurations. 

G. Fredette thanked Ms. Berner for her work on the planning commission. 

Conservation Commission Budget. The board reviewed the Conservation 

Commission’s $2500 request for FY’20, which was $500 less than last year. 

Conservation Commission Co-Chair Marc Pramuk mentioned the possibility of 

establishing a Reserve Fund for items such as acquiring land for trails, fishing sites and 

other recreational/conservation opportunities. He said many Vermont towns had 

established Reserve Funds and he offered to share documentation detailing when, how 

and why municipalities set aside funds. 

B. Brooks asked what dollar amount would be needed to establish a Reserve Fund. Mr. 

Pramuk responded initially the Town could use in-kind contributions from Vermont 

County Store and any funds remaining each year from Conservation Commission 

budgets. Town Clerk and Treasurer Julie Sharon said she would explore setting up a 

special account for the funds if the Town and/or voters approve a Reserve Fund. She 

suggested putting money into existing municipal properties, such as the land behind the 

tennis court near the Route 140W Bridge. 

G. Fredette thanked Mr. Pramuk for his work on the Conservation Commission. 

FY’20 Capital. Board members approved the following line items: $10,400 for Route 

140W bridge line #5710, $30,000 for Creek Road Bridge Sinking Fund line #5712, and 

$17,984 for Building Fund line item #5713. 

FY’20 Town Government.  Board members approved the following line items: $4000 

for legal line #5115, $1000 for seminars/workshops line #5118, $1400 for records 

restoration line #5122, $2500 for dog licenses line #5133, $91,000 for transfer station 

expenses line #5150, $15,000 for town hall expenses line #5151, $2500 for 

Conservation Commission line #5157, and $500 for Energy Committee line #5158. 

Employee Health Insurance. Health Insurance premiums from BCBS and MVP for 

2019 were reviewed. After some discussion, N. Tift made a motion that was seconded 

by R. Regula to continue with BCBS with no changes. Motion carried (5-0). 

Public Comments. None. 
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Selectboard Concerns. M. Tessier said the town administrator obtained estimates 

from Casella for delivery of a 30 yard dumpster along with hauling and tonnage costs 

associated with clean-up of the former Witham property on Route 103. B. Brooks said 

he along with Zoning Administrator Jeff Biasuzzi met with an individual interested in 

purchasing the property to discuss uses and clean-up requirements. The town 

administrator asked whether state officials ought to be updated on the property status 

and board members declined. 

G. Fredette noted the Energy Committee was working on a municipal Energy Plan. He 

asked if they were working in conjunction with Rutland Regional Planning Commission. 

B. Brooks responded the Energy Plan would be incorporated into the Town Plan and 

Zoning. He indicated he would speak to RRPC’s Ed Bove to see how it fits into regional 

energy action items.  

Other Business.  None. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m.                          Date Approved: 12/03/18 
Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 


