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Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

October 2, 2017 
 

Selectboard Members Present: Bill Brooks, Gary Fredette, Rose Regula, Nelson Tift 
and Mark Tessier.  
 
Others Present: Julie Sharon, Sandi Switzer, Michael McMahon, Joyce McMahon, David 
Potter, Mark Fitzgerald, Terri Harrington, Rodney Stork, Deb Scranton, Bill Scranton, 
Diane Eastman, Dan Gram, Dave Stone, Jill Burkett, Jeff Biasuzzi, Marlene Allen, 
Stephen Chmielewski, Phillip Allen, Scott Atwood, Doug Shackett, Meredith Dendo, Anne 
Pace, Kelly Kirby, Linda Schulz, Khanti Munro, Michele Mulholland and Kevin Mulholland 
. 
 
Chair B. Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Wallingford Town 
Hall. 
 
Agenda Amendments. None. 
 
Minutes. M. Tessier made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 
Minutes of the Selectboard meeting on September 18, 2017. Motion carried (4-0). N. Tift 
abstained since he was not at the meeting. 
 
Pay Orders. N. Tift made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 
10/03/17 pay orders totaling $26,874.95. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Road Commissioner’s Report. None. 
 
Town Administrator Sandi Switzer noted she participated in a telephone conference call 
with a FEMA representative along with the road commissioner and road foreman. A 
FEMA representative would be visiting Wallingford on October 11 for what is expected to 
be a 3 to 5 hour meeting to review all damages as a result of the July 1 storm. 
 
First Quarter Financials. Town Clerk and Treasurer Julie Sharon provided the board 
with a FY’18 first quarter financial report. Several line items on the revenue side exceeded 
expectations and the expense side is on track. 
 
N. Tift said he would donate his Selectboard salary back to the town and J. Sharon 
thanked him.  
 
B. Brooks noted highway expenditures were at 62% and asked if that was largely due to 
paving. J. Sharon responded a state paving grant totaling about $45,000 offset the 
$82,249 expense. 
 
J. Sharon said she would be meeting with the Town Administrator to discuss financing 
the West Hill and Dugway Road projects.  
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Route 103 Witham Property Complaints. B. Brooks explained the town purchased the 
Carol Witham property at a tax sale last January and the property owner had one year to 
redeem it. He said the town contacted local, regional and state officials in response to a 
variety of topics from water and sewer issues to unregistered dogs and illegal camping.  
 
Dave Stone, a neighbor, expressed concern about people living on the property without 
running water and sewer and he wondered what impact it would have on the nearby river 
and his property.  
 
G. Fredette said the people living in campers on site had the landowner’s permission. He 
noted the town had little recourse until the one year tax sale redemption period expired. 
 
S. Switzer said Dept. of Environmental Conservation Enforcement Officer Patrick Lowkes 
issued a Notice of Violation for operating an illegal campground and the matter is now in 
the hands of litigation attorneys. 
 
B. Brooks urged neighbors to contact state officials and press them to take action. S. 
Switzer provided Mr. Stone with names and telephone numbers. 
 
Troy Minerals New Solar Project. SameSun co-owner Marlene Allen distributed a draft  
plan for a second solar array on Route 7 that would be south of the existing Troy Minerals 
array. Ms. Allen said paperwork had not been filed, but she said the project would require 
a 45-day notice period along with environmental, archeological, and ecological review 
and a civil engineer plan as well as a decommissioning plan. 
 
Troy Minerals owner Stephen Chmielewski was asked about screening for the existing 
array. He responded 50 4-foot white pines have been ordered and would be planted in 
November. 
 
G. Fredette asked if the new array would be larger than the existing array. Ms. Allen 
responded “potentially.” SameSun co-owner Phillip Allen said the draft plan showed the 
largest potential project and it could be scaled back in the spring if the anticipated amount 
of energy generated would meet Troy Minerals power demands. 
 
Mr. Chmielewski confirmed power generated from the existing array goes into the grid 
and Troy Minerals gets it power from the grid. Mr. Allen said it was not a closed system 
and Troy Minerals was attempting to generate the kilowatt hours per year used by the 
facility. 
 
Resident Jill Burkett expressed concerns about aesthetics, fragile wetlands and the 
agricultural nature of the area. She suggested the new array be constructed closer to the 
existing array. 
 
After further discussion, Ms. Allen said paperwork would be filed soon and the town would 
receive the 45-day notice. 
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East Wallingford Rail Yard. Resident Anne Pace raised a number of issues regarding 
the state Agency of Transportation’s construction of a rail yard on Bill Fox Road near her 
property. She said trees were cut, land leveled and a chain link fence erected. She 
questioned why transportation officials selected that rural location and expressed concern 
about the impact on aesthetics. 
 
AOT representative Mark Fitzgerald provided an overview of the project indicating the 
state needed storage for 12 miles of rail as part of an upgrade to a section of the 
Bennington to Burlington rail line. He said the state was replacing the 90-pound rails off 
the Green Mountain line with 105-pound rails. He said eventually the rails stored in the 
yard would be installed on the Green Mountain line.  
 
There was an extensive discussion involving several neighbors regarding where to stack 
the rails, installation of the fence near Bill Fox Road, possible relocation of the road, noise, 
and hours of operation. 
 
Mr. Fitzgerald said the state was in the process of surveying the property and would 
provide the town and Ms. Pace with the completed product. He indicated he was 
sympathetic to neighbors’ concerns. Ms. Pace asked if the state would include a buffer 
zone and Mr. Fitzgerald agreed. 
 
B. Brooks requested AOT keep the town and neighbors apprised of plans. 
 
Mud Bog. Doug Shackett and Scott Atwood provided a brief overview of plans for a mud 
bog at the Buzzell property on Route 7 South on October 7 and 8. They said there would 
be donations rather than admission, the state would provide a letter of no impact on 
wetlands, portable toilets would be on site and hours would be 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. both 
days. They estimated anywhere from 10 to 30 vehicles.  
 
Zoning Administrator Jeff Biasuzzi said there was nothing in zoning regarding mud bogs 
and he had no authority over the public event. He questioned whether it was a commercial 
operation requiring a conditional use permit.  
 
Resident Deb Scranton presented the board with an event flyer she obtained in Rutland 
featuring general admission prices and other details. She characterized it as a 
commercial operation in an area with a rare National Historic Designation for scenic 
places.  Bill Scranton said the area was zoned agriculture rural residential and agreed a 
conditional use permit was needed. 
 
There was a discussion about noise, traffic, and a police presence at the event. Board 
members expressed dismay the organizers waited four days before the event to seek 
permission. They agreed organizers should seek a conditional use permit from the 
Development Review Board for future commercial events. 
 
M. Tessier made a motion that was seconded by G. Fredette to deny organizers’ request 
to hold a commercial event without a permit. Motion carried (5-0). 
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Interim Zoning Request. Zoning Administrator Jeff Biasuzzi said there was a 
typographical error related to setbacks in the 2015 Zoning Regulations and asked 
whether interim zoning could be used as a temporary corrective measure. 
 
Board members agreed an applicant could seek a variance until the error was corrected 
along with industrial zone revisions during the Town Plan update process. 
 
VLCT Survey. Board members reviewed the annual VLCT PACIF Survey, which outlines 
property, vehicles, and equipment along with administrative salaries for insurance 
purposes. N. Tift requested one change in the law enforcement section. 
 
West Hill Road Mailboxes. In response to a complaint, Jeff Biasuzzi agreed to discuss 
with neighbors moving a section of mailboxes 18 inches away from his West Hill Road 
property. 
 
Energy Committee Appointment. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by M. 
Tessier to appoint Nick Benjamin to the Energy Committee. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Planning Commission. At the request of Planning Commission Chair Erika Berner, the 
board by consensus agreed to notify Carol Ann Martin and Ralph Iovino the commission 
would be reducing the panel size from 7 to 5 members to make it easier to reach a 
quorum. 
 
Public Comments. None. 
 
Selectboard Comments/Concerns. R. Regula said a resident wished to extend 
appreciation to the board for authorizing increased police patrols on Village Street. 
 
R. Regula said another resident suggested repositioning the No Parking sign near 
Meacham Street. 
 
Other Business. Board members agreed reappraisal data collector Jacob Dorman 
should be given a set of keys to Town Hall and the assessor’s office. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                Date Approved:  

Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 


