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Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

July 17, 2017 
 

Selectboard Members Present: Bill Brooks, Gary Fredette, Rose Regula, Mark Tessier, 
and Nelson Tift.   
 
Others Present: Julie Sharon, Sandi Switzer, Phil Baker and Robert Cook. 
 
Chairman Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Wallingford Town 
Hall. 
 
Agenda Amendments. Town Administrator Sandi Switzer added Building Use Request 
by Wendy Savery to the agenda. 
 
Minutes. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift to approve the Minutes 
of the Selectboard meeting on June 19, 2017. Motion carried (5-0).  
 
R. Regula made a motion that was seconded by G. Fredette to approve the Minutes of 
the Mears Meadow Trail Discontinuance Request Hearing on June 14, 2017. Motion 
carried (5-0). 
 
Pay Orders. N. Tift made a motion that was seconded by G. Fredette to approve the 
07/18/17 pay orders totaling $16,653.98 after $35.31 was added for lister mileage, 
$1867.50 was added for Wright Appraisal and $475 was added for Jacob Dorman data 
collection. Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Town Clerk and Treasurer Julie Sharon provided a preliminary overview of FY’17 revenue 
and expenditure totals. 
 
G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 06/30/17 pay 
orders totaling $5707.38. 
 
Road Commissioner’s Report.  Road Commissioner Phil Baker provided an overview 
of roads impacted by the July 1 storm, including major damage to West Hill Road, Dugway 
Road, Tifft Road, Hartsboro Road and Van Wyck Bridge.  
 
Mr. Baker said FEMA representatives toured many of the damaged areas. He said FEMA 
would like under-sized culverts to meet Codes and Standards requiring separate 
proposals. 
 
Mr. Baker said 1100 feet of West Hill Road was washed out. He said 7 culverts would be 
replaced and an additional two culverts installed. The road commissioner noted 770 feet 
of Dugway Road would need to be excavated with a new base installed.  
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He noted he had toured several sites with Todd Menes, a state river management 
specialist. Mr. Baker said he indicated to Mr. Menes that Dugway Road was the top 
priority as far as road/river work. 
 
Mr. Baker added VTel fiber optic cables were in the middle of West Hill Road. The board 
directed Town Administrator Sandi Switzer to contact VTel regarding the cables. 
 
Robert Cook, a resident of 367 Ice Bed Road, read a portion of his three-page letter 
(attached to the Minutes) to the Selectboard regarding the July 1 storm, the impact on Ice 
Bed Road, the town’s response to Mr. Cook’s concerns, resource management, potential 
lack of access to his property by emergency vehicles and other matters. In addition, Mr. 
Cook said the municipality had not resolved the root issue dating back several years, 
which he said was the neighboring empty lot flooding his property and the town road.  
 
Mr. Baker explained the road’s crew practice of hauling material as needed was cost-
effective and the best use of labor and equipment resources. He said hauling gravel from 
the pit, stockpiling it, then hauling it to the site was not the best use of labor or equipment. 
Mr. Baker added the town does not have a storage shed for gravel. The road foreman 
said he visited Mr. Cook’s property on July 5 and took photographs of the water that 
washed from the back of the property across the driveway. 
 
Mr. Cook attributed the runoff to the neighboring property and insisted the town has the 
right to demand the owner maintain the land so municipal infrastructure was not 
damaged. He added ditches should be maintained. 
 
B. Brooks said the town would explore options for requesting the landowner maintain the 
property, but he cautioned the town may have limited authority over the matter. 
 
Pike Paving Contract. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by M. Tessier 
authorizing Bill Brooks to sign the paving agreement with Pike Industries at a rate of 
$64.90 per ton for a total of 1270 tons. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Public Comments.  None 
 
Dennis Smith Estate South Wallingford Property. The board reviewed attorney Gary 
Kupferer’s request on behalf of a client interested in purchasing Dennis Smith Estate’s 
Route 7 property in South Wallingford. Mr. Kupferer asked the town to submit a letter 
indicating all stipulations regarding a 2007 Judgment Order had been satisfied. The board 
reviewed documentation from Amy Loomis including notarized letters and receipts 
indicating stipulations were met.  
 
S. Switzer informed the board Jill Burkett had called her office expressing concern that 8 
to 10 dump truck loads of fill were brought to the property and placed on wetlands. Ms. 
Burkett indicated in the conversation only 1 or 2 pickup truck loads of fill had been 
removed. Ms. Burkett noted in the telephone conversation a truck was parked in the area 
of the wetlands proving all the fill had not been removed. 
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After a brief discussion, B. Brooks made a motion that was seconded by G. Fredette 
authorizing the town administrator to notify Mr. Kupferer stipulations had been met based 
on documentation on file. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
VTel Fiber Optic Lines. There was a discussion regarding the road crew’s discovery of 
VTel fiber optic lines on top of culverts on Centerville Road and West Hill Road. The board 
was made aware Road Foreman Steve Lanfear found a Centerville Road culvert 
damaged by VTel during installation of the line. The board discussed road crew concerns 
regarding maintaining roads and culverts around fiber optic cables installed in wrong 
locations. 
 
After a brief discussion, G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift to send 
a letter to VTel outlining the town’s concerns. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Transfer Station Punch Cards. By consensus, the board agreed to include one 50-
punch card and one 20-punch card in each tax bill. 
 
Quarterly Lister Report. The board reviewed assessor Lisa Wright’s quarterly lister 
report along with an exchange of emails between her office and Tinmouth Town Clerk 
Gail Fallar regarding parcels that overlap both towns that had previously been taxed only 
in Tinmouth. Ms. Wright’s report recommended Selectboard’s in both towns meet to 
resolve the matter regarding the validity of tax maps in both municipalities. 
 
N. Tift indicated assessors in the two towns ought to meet to resolve this matter. G. 
Fredette recommended authorizing Ms. Wright to act on the town’s behalf in a meeting 
with Ms Fallar. He added the Tinmouth Selectboard could attend a future Wallingford 
Selectboard meeting if necessary. He said the town previously agreed Wallingford 
property should be taxed in Wallingford. 
 
B. Brooks said Ms. Wright should meet with Ms. Fallar and come to an agreement as to 
how Wallingford and Tinmouth tax the properties. G. Fredette said the board would like 
to review a detailed list of properties with what acreage/buildings/homes would be taxed 
in each town. 
 
There was a discussion regarding withholding property tax bills impacted by this issue 
until the matter was resolved. 
 
AT&T Cell Tower Lease Amendment. The board reviewed the draft AT&T cell tower 
lease amendment for Town Hall forwarded by Town Attorney Gary Kupferer. The 
agreement featured an initial five-year lease term with two renewable five-year terms, 
prohibiting modifications to the exterior of Town Hall, a July 1, 2018 start date and $1455 
monthly rents with 3% annual increases. G. Fredette said the language in the agreement 
satisfied the board’s concerns. 
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The board reviewed construction drawings submitted by Ryan Lynch of Smartlink for the 
cell tower with the work to take place later this year. The board had no objections to the 
plans. 
 
By consensus, the board agreed the town administrator should forward the draft amended 
lease to AT&T. 
 
Route 7 Parking Near Cumberland Farms. In response to a complaint, the board 
authorized the road crew to place cones or barrels in the No Parking area across from 
Cumberland Farms on Route 7 to discourage parking. The board further directed the road 
crew to relocate the No Parking sign closer to the nearby intersection in that area. 
 
Fundraiser Requests. M. Tessier made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift approving 
a request to donate two 20-punch transfer station cards to Wallingford Rescue. Motion 
carried (5-0). 
 
G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula approving a request to 
donate two 2018 Elfin Lake season passes to the Nancy Seward Fundraiser. Motion 
carried (5-0). 
 
Summer Recreation Refund Request. N. Tift made a motion that was seconded by G. 
Fredette to refund $100 to Amanda Woods for the remainder of the summer recreation 
program her two children would not be attending. (registration fee and first week fees 
were non-refundable). Motion carried (4-1) M. Tessier voted in the minority. 
 
Zoning Administrator Recusal. B. Brooks said he would be willing to act in the capacity 
of Zoning Administrator for a conditional use permit application should Zoning 
Administrator Jeff Biasuzzi recuse himself. 
 
Purchasing Policy. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula 
authorizing the adoption of amendments to the municipal Purchasing Policy. Motion 
carried (5-0). 
 
Selectboard Concerns. N. Tift said law enforcement officers would need certified copies 
of the Stop Sign Regulation for the North End Drive rail crossing. 
 
Other Business. B. Brooks made a motion that was seconded by G. Fredette 
approving Wendy Savery’s Town Hall building use request for a theatrical production on 
Friday, August 4. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
 
The Selectboard then went into a Deliberative Session for the Mears Meadow Trail 
Discontinuance Request. 
 
The board exited the Deliberative Session at 8:52. p.m. 
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                                                                                Date Approved: 08/07/17 

Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 


