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Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

June 21, 2018 
 

Selectboard Members Present: Bill Brooks, Gary Fredette, Rose Regula, Mark Tessier, 
and Nelson Tift.  
 
Others present: Julie Sharon, Sandi Switzer, Phil Baker, Steve Lanfear, Dan Freilich, 
Stephen Benard, and Michael McMahon. 
 

Chair B. Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Agenda Amendments. Town Administrator Sandi Switzer added Gilbert Hart Librarian 
Wendy Savery’s request to use Town Hall on August 3 and H. P. Fairfield’s roadside 
mower agreement to the agenda. 
 
Minutes. M. Tessier made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 
Minutes of the Town Plan Public Hearing, the VTrans Route 140E Road Closure 
Hearing and the Selectboard meeting on June 4, 2018. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Pay Orders. N. Tift made a motion that was seconded by G. Fredette to approve pay 
orders totaling $139,366.33. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Road Commissioner’s Report.  Road Commissioner Phil Baker said the road crew 
completed the Grants in Aid project on Haven Hill Road. He said a Pike Industries, Inc. 
official was the only contractor to attend a Route 140W paving meeting for bidding 
purposes. He said Pike recommended grinding up at least two inches of the existing 
pavement prior to paving. 
 
Mr. Baker said the Bear Mt Road ditching project funded largely by a VTrans grant was 
nearly completed. The road crew would be installing caution signs and jersey barriers 
on Tifft Road. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the sale of the road crew’s chipper to Charlie Woods. 
VLCT recommended the chipper be scrapped and not sold. VLCT indicated if the Town 
opted to sell the chipper, the buyer should sign a release holding the Town harmless 
since there were no safety measures on the unit. After some discussion, the board 
agreed to sell just the chipper motor to Mr. Woods for $100 and the remaining unit 
should be scrapped. 
 
The board briefly reviewed Lucky’s quote for a body and plow package. Mr. Baker said 
he would obtain other estimates. 
 
The town administrator indicated there were about a dozen applications for the road 
crew position with seven of the individuals holding CDL licenses. By unanimous 
consent, the board agreed Mr. Lanfear and Mr. Baker along with N. Tift should select 
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the top candidates to be interviewed. Other board members were encouraged to offer 
input. 
 
G. Fredette indicated a large branch on lower Church Street should be removed. 
 
Paving Bids. B. Brooks indicated the Town received sealed paving bids for Route 
140W from Pike Industries and Wilk Paving. 
  
Wilk’s paving bid was $64.89/ton at an estimated 973 tons for a total of $63,137.97 and 
cold planing was estimated at $1.68/sy for 10,014 yards for a total of $16,823.52.Wilk’s 
grand total was $79,961.49. 
 
Pike’s paving bid was $64.00/ton at an estimated 982 tons for a total of $62,848 and 
cold planing at $1.50/sy at 9956 yards for a total of $14,934. Pike’s grand total was 
$77,782.00. 
 
There was an extensive discussion regarding the FY’19 $40,000 paving budget. Mr. 
Baker recommended using some of thethe FY’19 gravel budget for this project. He said 
the ground pavement could be stockpiled and used as gravel next year. He said the 
Town would need to identify a storage location for 3000 yards of material. 
 
N. Tift made a motion that was seconded by M. Tessier to accept Pike’s bid of $77,782 
for paving and cold planing. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Rutland County Sheriff Department’s Annual Contract. Sheriff Stephen Benard said 
the Town’s FY’19 special officer line item of  $56,160 would provide 30 hours of 
coverage weekly for the next year beginning July 1. He said the additional 10 hours 
would be dedicated to motor vehicle enforcement. 
 
N. Tift offered advice on the best enforcement times and locations. 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding revenue from ordinance fines with N. Tift noting 
the constable generated the majority of the revenue last year. 
 
Junk Vehicle Complaint. The board reviewed an update regarding the unregistered 
vehicles at the Generess property on Prospect Street following a Notice of Violation 
letter requesting action by June 8th. By consensus, the board directed the town 
administrator to issue a follow-up letter urging compliance. 
 
Municipal Budget Update. Town Clerk and Treasurer Julie Sharon provided an update 
regarding projected end of year finances with an estimated net loss of $27,000 largely 
due to the July 1, 2017 storm that significantly impacted a dozen roads and the Van 
Wyck Bridge. 
 
FEMA has not reimbursed the Town the federal share (75 percent) of estimated 
expenses totaling approximately $195,000. The state’s share would be 12.5 percent 
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and the Town’s share would be 12.5 percent.  S. Switzer indicated FEMA 
representatives projected a payment by the end of July. 
 
J. Sharon provided an overview of the donations from Vermont Country Store as well as 
individuals for Conservation Commission projects. 
 
The board briefly discussed a request from Chris Powers for transfer station punch 
cards that typically come in tax bills. B. Brooks made a motion to send Ms. Powers the 
punch cards. The motion failed for lack of a second. G. Fredette said he had an extra 
50-punch card he would donate to Ms. Powers. 
 
Line of Credit. B. Brooks said a motion was approved at a previous meeting 
authorizing board members to sign documents related to the municipal line of credit with 
Community Bank.  
 
Unlicensed Dogs. By consensus, the board directed letters be sent to all dog owners 
who failed to register their pets by April 1 with the letter requesting they license dogs 
and provide proof of rabies by June 30 or be issued civil tickets.  
 
Public Comments. Dan Freilich introduced himself and provided a brief summary of his 
candidacy for the lone U. S. House seat and his reasons for running against incumbent 
Peter Welch in the primary. 
 
Michael McMahon asked about the petition related to voting via the Australian ballot 
system on the Town Plan, Zoning Regulations and Subdivision Regulations. B. Brooks 
said the item would be on the ballot during the August primaries. 
 
Roadside Mower Agreement. By consensus, the board agreed to sign H. P. Fairfields’ 
roadside mower agreement at a cost of $3000 for 40 hours of mowing the week of 
August 27. 
 
Building Use Requeest.  G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by M. Tessier 
authorizing Gilbert Hart Library officials to use Town Hall on Friday, August 3 from 5:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. for a performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Motion carried (5-
0). 
 
Executive Session. B. Brooks made a motion that was seconded by M. Tessier to 
enter executive session at 7:38 p.m. with Mr. Baker and the town administrator for the 
evaluation of an employee. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
The board emerged from executive session at 8:15 p.m. with no action taken. 
 
Selectboard Concerns. By consensus, the board agreed to only one meeting next 
month – July 16th. 
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The town administrator asked for confirmation regarding Village Center Designation 
maps. Board members reaffirmed no changes should be made to the maps for the 
renewal process. 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the advertisement placed in the Rutland Herald 
seeking lifeguards. Board members confirmed the Town received no response from the 
ads, therefore, there would be no lifeguards at Elfin Lake and visitors would swim at 
their own risk. The town administrator said she would place notices on Front Porch 
Forum and on the website. She said the road crew would be installing appropriate 
signage at the lake. 
 
Other Business.  None. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.                          Date Approved:  
Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 


