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Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

June 5, 2017 
 

Selectboard Members Present: Bill Brooks, Gary Fredette, Rose Regula, Mark Tessier, 
and Nelson Tift.   
 
Others Present: Julie Sharon, Sandi Switzer, Phil Baker, and Stephen Benard 
 
Chairman Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Wallingford Town 
Hall. 
 
Agenda Amendments. Town Administrator Sandi Switzer added the annual Garaventa 
Maintenance Agreement for the Town Hall elevator. 
 
Minutes. M. Tessier made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 
Minutes of the Selectboard meeting on May 15, 2017. Motion carried (5-0).  
 
Pay Orders. N. Tift made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 
06/06/17 pay orders totaling $36,661.97 after $1353.00 was added for Pete’s Tire Barn, 
$234.33 was added for Constable Mileage, $110 was added for Sara Bourn Cleaning 
Service, and $428.00 was added for Express Copy for transfer station stickers. Motion 
carried (5-0).   
 
Road Commissioner’s Report.  Road Commissioner Phil Baker said he inspected the 
ditches on the north and south sides of Maple Street with Road Foreman Steve Lanfear. 
Mr. Baker said the town would need permission from the VTrans Railway unit in order to 
address silt and drainage issues brought to the town’s attention by Kurt Brown. Mr. Baker 
said he would like to schedule a meeting with railway officials to discuss a resolution. 
 
The road foreman said the road crew had replaced some culverts and graded roads. 
There was a discussion regarding a state highway project that would result in the closure 
of a portion of Route 140E near Bear Mountain Road next summer for two weeks.  
 
B. Brooks requested the road crew deliver a load of gravel to the Green Hill Cemetery as 
discussed last year. He also requested the road crew consider options for draining the 
standing water on the pedestrian bridge off Waldo Lane. 
 
Public Comments.  None 
 
Rutland County Sheriff Department Contract. Sheriff Stephen Benard advised the 12-
month agreement for law enforcement services starting July 1, 2017 included a 3.5% 
increase for a total of $36,639. He said the bulk of the increase was due to the volume of 
discovery requests from defense attorneys. 
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G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift approving the contract. Motion 
carried (5-0). 
 
Sheriff Benard requested permission to hold a coin drop on Main Street on July 15. N. Tift 
made a motion that was seconded by G. Fredette to approve the coin drop. Motion carried 
(5-0). 
 
S. Switzer informed the sheriff the town had received several complaints regarding drug 
activities at the White Rock’s picnic area. 
 
AT&T Cell Tower Lease. The board reviewed AT&T’s draft proposal amending the 
existing lease. The proposal drops the monthly income from $1711 to $1455 and 
maintains a 3% annual increase. 
 
The board agreed to request town attorney Gary Kupferer review the existing and 
proposed leases. S. Switzer suggested a starting date of July 1, 2018 for the amended 
lease since anticipated revenue from the cell tower lease had already been calculated in 
the FY’18 budget. Board members agreed. 
 
Dugway Road Extension.  The board by consensus agreed with the E911 coordinators’ 
recommendation to name a small section of Dugway Road off Route 7 South near the 
Dejarnette property as Dugway Road Extension. The board further approved installation 
of two road signs featuring the new road name. 
 
Workshop Request. B. Brooks made a motion that was seconded by G. Fredette 
approving a request by Zoning Administrator Jeff Biasuzzi and Planning Commission 
members Erika Berner, Kevin Mullin and Mike McMahon to attend a VLCT zoning and 
planning workshop at a cost of $74 for the zoning administrator and $60 each for town 
planners. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the town’s practice of paying an employee mileage 
and an hourly wage including travel time to attend workshops. The board asked the town 
administrator to check with officials in other communities to find out on how they address 
these expenses. 
 
Wooden Chairs. An inquiry was made by a contractor inspecting the fire alarm system 
regarding the purchase of wooden chair sets stored in the basement. The board agreed 
to offer to barter four sets for the cost of the inspection. 
 
Ecosystem Restoraction Grant. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by R. 
Regula authorizing B. Brooks to sign a letter of support for the town to pursue an 
Ecosystem Restoration Grant for the purpose of creating a stormwater master plan as 
required by the state. Motion carried (5-0). 
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Garaventa Maintenance Agreement. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by 
B. Brooks authorizing the board chair to sign Garaventa’s annual maintenance agreement 
totaling $720 for elevator service. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Selectboard Concerns. G. Fredette asked the town administrator to research ATV 
ordinances in Shrewsbury and other communities allowing the vehicles to utilize 
municipal roads as links between trails. 
 
G. Fredette expressed a concern regarding Pike Industries subdivision application in light 
of questions regarding the perimeters of the industrial zone following the adoption of 
amended zoning ordinance in 2015. 
 
R. Regula asked the board to reconsider No Thru Traffic signs for Prospect Street. She 
said it could set a precedent for similar requests on other streets. B. Brooks noted VTrans 
documents provided to the board discouraged installation of Children at Play signs. After 
further discussion, the board agreed No Thru Traffic and Children at Play signs should 
not be installed at the advice of VTrans.  
 
M. Tessier acknowledged the receipt of a letter from Richard Bixby regarding settlement 
of the Nellie Bixby estate. S. Switzer said she provided attorney Kevin O’Toole with a 
copy of the letter and requested a response. B. Brooks said the matter was out of the 
town’s hands and he requested the town administrator and town clerk press Mr. O’Toole 
for a response.  
 
There was a brief discussion and agreement that a municipal employee who has been 
hospitalized must provide a doctor’s note to the town administrator prior to returning to 
work. 
 
Other Business. None 
 
   
The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 

                                                                                Date Approved:  

Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 


