
 

Wallingford Selectboard Meeting May 15, 2017 Page 1 of 4 
 

Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

May 15, 2017 
 

Selectboard Members Present: Bill Brooks, Gary Fredette, Rose Regula, Mark Tessier, 
and Nelson Tift.   
 
Others Present: Sandi Switzer, Michael McMahon, Joyce McMahon, Tom Wheeler, Kurt 
Brown, Ed Bove and Erika Berner. Eli Acevedo participated via speakerphone. 
 
Chairman Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Wallingford Town 
Hall. 
 
Agenda Amendments. None. 
 
Minutes. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by M. Tessier to approve the 
Minutes of the Selectboard meeting on May 1, 2017 with one correction. Motion carried 
(5-0).  
 
Pay Orders. M. Tessier made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift to approve the 
05/16/17 pay orders totaling $27,392.21 after $322.77 was added for Vtel and $2002.50 
was added for Wright Appraisal. Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Road Commissioner’s Report.  None. 
 
Public Comments.  Mike McMahon distributed a timeline for zoning bylaw adoptions 
since 1972. He then provided an overview of the adoption process over that period of 
time with some bylaws being approved via Australian ballot method and other 
amendments approved by the Selectboard. He asked whether residents ought to be given 
the opportunity to vote on all zoning bylaws in the future. 
 
Rutland Regional Planning Commission Executive Director Ed Bove provided copies of 
state statute indicating municipalities must ask voters at Town Meeting or a Special 
Meeting whether all future bylaws should be adopted by the Australian ballot method. Mr. 
Bove said the town never conducted that vote, therefore, he said, the bylaws approved 
by the Selectboard in 2015 were adopted legally. 
 
Mr. Bove then spoke to a concern industrial zones in the 2015 bylaws were incorrect. He 
said the planning commission was working on Town Plan updates and he recommended 
that work continue. He noted zoning maps could be amended, but he cautioned against 
changing any wording in the 2015 zoning regulations. He said the language conformed 
to state requirements. 
 
AT&T Cell Tower Lease Amendment. Lease consultant Eli Acevedo called Town Hall 
at 6:45 p.m. to discuss via speakerphone amending the municipal cell tower lease with 
AT&T. Mr. Acevedo said he had spoken with AT&T officials and could amend the offer 
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from $1100/month to $1455/month with annual increases of 3%. He further noted 
expansion of permit use language would be deleted. B. Brooks requested expansion of 
premises language be deleted and Mr. Acevedo agreed. 
 
B. Brooks characterized extending the lease to 2047 as extreme. Mr. Acevedo said AT&T 
would require a minimum 15 year lease. He added AT&T would be willing to delay start 
of the amended lease up to one year. 
 
B. Brooks requested the revised proposal be put in writing for the board to review at the 
next meeting. Mr. Acevedo agreed to formalize the proposal in a letter to the town within 
24 hours. 
 
South Wallingford Industrial Zone Petition. B. Brooks said the map on the zoning 
administrator’s wall was the point of reference for residents and municipal officials 
regarding zoning district matters. He said there were questions pertaining to the areas 
zoned industrial. 
 
B. Brooks informed Mr. Bove the town received a petition calling for the industrial district 
to be amended to reflect the 1972 industrial zone. A discussion ensued regarding a 
response to the petition as well as a timeline for amending the Town Plan. 
 
Mr. Bove said language was deleted during the 2015 zoning amendment process that 
tied zoning districts to parcels. He said the purpose of deleting the language was to 
ensure districts would not change if property owners purchased or sold land.  
 
Mr. Bove suggested the planning commission and RRPC work on Town Plan updates 
and amend the zoning map concurrently. 
 
B. Brooks asked the three people in attendance who had signed the petition what they 
thought of Mr. Bove’s suggestion. Tom Wheeler approved of the idea. Mr. Bove said 
required public hearings for both the amended Town Plan and revised zoning maps could 
be held the same days. 
 
Mr. McMahon noted the 2010 Town Plan referred to the 1972 zoning maps, but he said 
at some point one square mile had been added to the industrial areas in town.  
 
Mr. Bove responded the only way to change zoning was to go through the adoption 
process and RRPC and the town’s planning commission would take up both matters at 
the same time. 
 
Joyce McMahon indicated the industrial district questions were not restricted to South 
Wallingford. She said they encompassed the village as well. B. Brooks agreed and added 
East Wallingford. The board chair requested Planning Commission Chair Erika Berner 
provide the Selectboard with regular updates whenever future land use was being 
discussed. Ms. Berner agreed and noted a June 12 community dinner had been 
scheduled at the Rotary building to gather local input to shape the new Town Plan. 
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After further discussion, Mr. McMahon asked Mr. Wheeler if he would be willing to 
withdraw the petition. Mr. Wheeler agreed as long as both RRPC and the town’s planning 
commission were willing to revise the industrial zones while amending the Town Plan. 
 
Mr. Bove assured everyone that was his intention and indicated the town needed to 
provide direction regarding how the maps should look. 
 
Public Comments. Kurt Brown said he was concerned about the build-up of silt in the 
ditch bordering his mother’s property on Maple Street. He said it was his understanding 
from previous discussions with the board that the road crew would install a culvert the 
length of the property to address drainage and silt issues. 
 
B. Brooks said the concerns were pointed out to the road crew, but he said he did not 
recall the board approving a plan to install a culvert of that length. After further discussion, 
board members by consensus agreed to direct the road foreman and road commissioner 
to visit Maple Street to see what action could be taken on both the north and south sides 
of the road to address Mr. Brown’s concerns. G. Fredette said the town would try to come 
up with a viable solution without the expense of installing a culvert the length of the 
property. 
 
In another matter, M. Tessier made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift authorizing B. 
Brooks to sign VTrans Creek Road paving grant agreement. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Prospect Street.  In response to a complaint from Mark Barone, the board by consensus 
agreed to install No Thru Traffic signs on Prospect Street to address speed, child safety 
and increased traffic complaints. 
 
Board members further agreed to direct the road crew to install Children at Play signs if 
residents were willing to purchase the signs. They agreed on a similar request for Village 
Street in East Wallingford. 
 
Ballfield Use Request. B. Brooks made a motion that was seconded by M. Tessier 
approving Bryan Cole’s request to use the recreation field on Sunday afternoons for 
informal soccer gatherings. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Green Hill Lane. The board by consensus approved a request to install a No Outlet sign 
on Green Hill Lane. 
 
Delta Dental. N. Tift made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula authorizing the 
renewal of Delta Dental benefits for fulltime employees. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Selectboard Concerns. G. Fredette reported there were two applications for town 
educational scholarships and the $4800 in funds were awarded evenly to both 
applicants – Ethan Welch and Chloe Burkett. 
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Other Business.   G. Fredette said both Narragansett properties were sold at the May 
11 tax sale. 
 
B. Brooks asked whether anyone wanted to enter executive session regarding the 
Frank Chapman court case. No motion was made. By consensus, the board authorized 
B. Brooks to sign a settlement agreement forwarded to the town by attorney Gary 
Kupferer. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
 
 
 

                                                                                Date Approved: 06/05/17 

Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 


