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Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

May 5, 2014 
 

 
Selectboard Present: Nelson Tift, Mark Tessier, Tom Phillips, Rose Regula and 
Gary Fredette 
 
Others Present:  Julie Sharon, Sandi Switzer, Phil Baker and Erin Mansfield. 
 
Chair N. Tift called the regular Selectboard meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Town 
Hall. 
 
Minutes.  M. Tessier moved to approve the minutes of April 15 and April 21; G. 
Fredette seconded the motion.  Motion carried (4-0).  T. Phillips was not present 
during this portion of the meeting.   
  
Selectboard Orders.  G. Fredette made a motion to approve the pay orders 
totaling $10,494.95 including a $60 addition for Jim Regula’s labor at Town Hall; 
motion seconded by N. Tift.  Motion carried (4-0). T. Phillips was not present.   
 
Drug & Alcohol Policy for CMV Operators. The board reviewed the draft VLCT 
Drug & Alcohol Policy for Commercial Motor Vehicle Operators. It was agreed by 
consensus to revise the policy so the donor must submit to another specimen 
collection if a test result indicates negative dilute, an employee must pay for the 
split specimen test, pre-employment testing should include drug and alcohol 
tests, a second test is not required for a pre-employment negative dilute result, 
an employee who tests positive will be suspended with pay for 72 hours while the 
town seeks legal advice, and the employee is responsible for the cost of any 
substance abuse treatment not covered by health care benefits as well as return 
to work testing expenses. 
 
Road Commissioner’s Report. Road Commissioner Phil Baker reported John 
Squier was conducting the culvert inventory as part of the town grant with 
Rutland Regional Planning Commission. 
 
He noted road foreman Steve Lanfear wanted to install a culvert on Church 
Street near Baker’s house to address water drainage issues in the area.  
 
P. Baker said he requested a price for a 1000-gallon tank from Webb’s in Rutland 
to replace the underground storage tank at the town garage.  
 
He said S. Lanfear wants to reconfigure the sweeper on the grader by adding a 
motor so it can be used on the loader. He said parts would need to be purchased 
and he estimated the price at $2000. Town Clerk/Treasurer Julie Sharon said 
only $400 of the $7,500 budgeted for the grader in FY’14 had been spent. She 
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suggested revisiting the matter at the next meeting to give the board the 
opportunity to review highway department financials. Mr. Baker agreed to obtain 
estimates. 
 
P. Baker said he would be doing the Hartsboro Road project in July or August. J. 
Sharon said the $25,000 in the FY ’14 budget for the project could be placed in a 
Certificate of Deposit. 
 
The road commissioner said no recall work had been completed on the town’s 
new truck and he said would call Green Mountain Kenworth for a status report.  
 
P. Baker addressed Rachel Burch’s concerns regarding water pooling on 
Meadow Street and draining into her driveway. T. Phillips said the road was 
pitched the wrong way and a channel needs to be installed on the west side of 
the street to drain the water away from the road. Mr. Baker said he would discuss 
the issue with the road foreman. 
 
P. Baker said he would remove the tree from the park before school lets out for 
the summer on June 18. He also raised the issue of the protruding manhole near 
the fire station. He said he would ask S. Lanfear if he could fix it, since Steve had 
prior experience with repairing manholes. 
 
Investment Policy. J. Sharon said the professional auditors recommended the 
town adopt an investment policy and she presented the board with a draft VLCT 
policy. G. Fredette moved to adopt the Investment Policy; R. Regula seconded 
the motion. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Elfin Lake Barbecue Request. The board by consensus approved Wallingford 
Elementary School teacher Kerry Valente’s request to host a barbecue for 1st and 
2nd graders at Elfin Lake on Thursday, June 12 with a rain date of Friday, June 
13. The board agreed to ensure access to the bathrooms and a full tank for the 
gas grill. 
 
J. Sharon said the town would need to find a volunteer to clean-up the buildings 
at the lake prior to opening for the season. 
 
Health Reimbursement Agreement. The Health Reimbursement Agreement 
with Health Equity for fulltime employees was approved by consensus. 
 
Other Announcements/Business: R. Regula informed the board a tree fell at 
the transfer station and nearly hit Jim Regula. She said there were other trees 
that needed to be removed at the facility before they fall and hit someone or 
something. G. Fredette suggested Steve Lanfear visit the transfer station and 
remove any trees that pose a threat. 
 
N. Tift said the draft VLCT Town Facility Rental Agreement should be revised to 
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exclude rental fees but include proof of insurance requirements. 
 
J. Sharon informed the board $172,000 in property tax delinquencies had been 
turned over to delinquent tax collector Lee Perry. She said $152,000 was turned 
over at this time last year. 
 
N. Tift directed town administrator Sandi Switzer to contact the Conservation 
Commission to indicate the board’s support of a kayak/canoe launch but question 
the need for a dog park. 
 
G. Fredette said a few people had contacted him with concerns over a proposal 
to extend the Town Hall steeple by four feet to accommodate cell tower 
antennas. He said the AT&T proposal would need to go through the town’s 
permitting process to include a public hearing. 
 
The board reviewed Randy Cole’s email regarding his property tax payment and 
late fees. J. Sharon responded the matter would be going to the Board of 
Abatement. 
 
G. Fredette said the town should be proactive in planning for any future solar 
projects and he would like to initiate some dialogue with the planning 
commission. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                        Date Approved: 05/19/14 
 
 
Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 
 
 


