
Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

April 21, 2014 
 

 
Site Visit to Homer Stone Trail. Selectboard Present:  Nelson Tift, Gary Fredette, Mark 
Tessier, Tom Phillips, and Rose Regula 
 
Others Present:  Sandi Switzer, Ellen Frederick, Julie Baker, and Joel Baker 
 
Chair. N. Tift called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. He indicated the purpose of the site 
visit was to gather information related to the trail and he said no testimony would be taken. 
 
In response to a question, Ms. Frederick identified her property lines. She indicated the 
traffic through her property included small trucks and ATVs. She said the traffic was year 
round, but busier during hunting season. Ms. Frederick noted the traffic had increased 
over the past 2 to 3 years. 
 
T. Phillips and Mr. Baker hiked up the trail and followed the loop to exit south of the 
Frederick property.  
 
The board left the site visit at 6:10 p.m. 
 
Chair N. Tift reconvened the Selectboard meeting at Town Hall at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Selectboard Present: Nelson Tift, Gary Fredette, Mark Tessier, Tom Phillips and Rose 
Regula. 
 
Others Present: Sandi Switzer, Earl Rand, Matt Chapman, Danny Hale, Jennifer Hebert, 
Tamara Hale, Philip Lidstone, Harry S. Chapman, Frank Chapman, Julie Baker, Ellen 
Frederick, Joel Baker, David McLellan, Curtis Lidstone, Austin Shafer, Carol Burd, Bill 
Jackson, Bonnie McLellan, Karen Lamay, Diane Baker, Berry Barrows, Mark McLellan, 
Tara Goodell and representing the Green Mountain National Forest Service were Colin 
Fisher, Carol Burd and William Jackson. 
 
Minutes.  M. Tessier moved to approve minutes dated April 7th; R. Regula seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Selectboard Orders.  G. Fredette moved to approve pay orders totaling $1,419,124.33; 
R. Regula seconded the motion. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
M. Tessier explained he had researched the town’s VTel charges after a questioned was 
raised at the last meeting. He said the town would save $50 per month if officials 
eliminated the $10 monthly fee for line maintenance on 5 telephone lines. By consensus, 
the board decided not to remove the line maintenance fees. 
 



Homer StoneTrail. N. Tift informed those in attendance the board was interested in 
adopting a general trail policy that would cover the legal trails in town.  
 
Mr. Frank Chapman asked if he could read a letter he had emailed to the town on April 
18th. The board agreed. After Mr. Chapman concluded reading the letter, N. Tift 
responded the town was not interested in restricting any emergency vehicles on Homer 
Stone Trail (Mitchell Road or TH 53 on AOT Map). He indicated the town had received 
complaints from Ms. Frederick regarding the damage to her property by people using the 
trail. 
 
Curtis Lidstone said he had always treated Ms. Frederick and her property with respect 
and even offered material to repair her driveway. 
 
Matt Chapman indicated his family used the south entrance on the Frederick property to 
access the trail out of respect to her wishes. 
 
Ms. Frederick said no one sought permission from the town to do trail maintenance or to 
bring a bulldozer up the trail. She said trucks and ATVs had damaged her land and 
blocked her driveway on numerous occasions. 
 
Several residents indicated they had used the trail for decades to access family camps 
and properties. 
 
Philip Lidstone, president of the South Wallingford Water Company, said a water project 
completed in 2013 had upset many landowners, including Ms. Frederick. He said he had 
contacted her to address those concerns. Mr. Lidstone said the company’s deed indicates 
access to a spring near the trail. 
 
After extensive discussion, N. Tift said the town had the authority to make it a walking 
trail, throw-up the road, or impose speed and weight limits. He said the board was not 
interested in legislating restrictions, but he said property owners and those using the trail 
would need to cooperate with one another. 
 
G. Fredette indicated the board was not interested in taking away rights to the trail, but 
he said a taxpayer should not be harassed in her driveway. 
 
T. Phillips questioned whether the trail could be moved away from the Frederick driveway. 
William Jackson, the Manchester District Ranger of the Green Mountain National Forest 
Service, said it was a long established trail and it would be a “tall order” to move it. 
 
Mr. Jackson agreed to arrange a site visit with interested parties on other locations for the 
trail. He advised that trail relocation should only be one of a number of alternatives for the 
town to explore. 
 
 
 



 
Trail Policy. The board reviewed the model VLCT Trail Policy. G. Fredette made a 
motion to adopt the VLCT policy as written to apply to the town of Wallingford; M. 
Tessier seconded the motion. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Summer Recreation Director. Recreation committee member Diane Baker informed 
the board the committee recommended Tara Goodell to serve as summer recreation 
director for the five-week program. She added Anna Baker could serve as director in 
Tara’s absence. Ms. Baker said she would be available to voluntarily assist the program 
when necessary and she said recreation committee member Joan Lattuca would also 
be available. 
 
Ms. Baker explained counselors would also serve as lifeguards to integrate both the 
summer and lake programs. She suggested two counselors be available to assist Tara 
with one lifeguard on duty rather than the scenario last year of two counselors and two 
lifeguards on duty.  
 
Ms. Baker recommended Anna Baker, Tyler Heffernan, Riley Phillips and Preston 
Phillips as counselors/lifeguards. She recommended Ian Reilly as a substitute lifeguard. 
 
She indicated there were no funds in the FY’15 recreation budget to increase salaries 
other than the minimum wage increase for concession workers. 
 
T. Phillips raised the issue of the town paying for lifeguard re-certification fees for 
returning employees. D. Baker said there were no funds in the budget for those 
expenses this year. 
 
N. Tift said he would not be taking his Selectboard FY ’15 salary and the funds could be 
used as scholarships for children to attend the recreation program who would otherwise 
be unable to attend due to financial reasons. 
 
New England Clean Power Link. Josh Bagnato, project manager for New England 
Clean Power Link, spoke to the board about the company’s plan to install a 
transmission line from Canada to Ludlow with a section following Route 103 in East 
Wallingford. He indicated it would be a 1000 MW high voltage direct current 
underground line with no fluids or liquids involved.  
 
Mr. Bagnato said his company would be working with VTrans on the best location for 
the line in the road right-of-way and he added it would be a taxable asset producing 
substantial revenue for the town.  
 
He indicated the application and permitting process would be completed next year and 
the construction phase would likely begin in 2016 and be completed by 2020. 
 
Mr. Bagnato said he would schedule public information sessions as the project 
progresses. 



 
AT&T Upgrade. Paul DeBole of Smartlink is overseeing a proposed upgrade of cell 
tower equipment in the Town Hall clock tower. He said AT&T was interested in 
upgrading its 4G service throughout the state. Mr. DeBole said the company wanted to 
increase the antenna count in Town Hall, which would require renovations and 
extending the steeple by four feet. 
 
Mr. DeBole said the completed steeple would look like the existing structure. He noted a 
structural analysis would be conducted to ensure the building could hold the added 
weight. He said there had been some evidence of water seepage in the attic and the 
company would take action to eliminate any leaks.  
 
Mr. DeBole said they would be willing to extend the current cell tower lease 
arrangement by two five-year extensions and increase the town’s revenue by $500 per 
month. He also indicated there would be a $2000 signing bonus for execution within 30 
days of the structural analysis. 
 
G. Fredette made a motion for N. Tift to sign the Letter of Authorization allowing AT&T 
to pursue necessary permits for the project; M. Tessier seconded the motion. Motion 
carried (5-0). 
 
Other Announcements/Business. M. Tessier made a motion to approve Britney 
Davis’ request to use the park pavilion for a birthday party on May 17 from 12:30 to 2 
p.m.; R. Regula seconded the motion. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
The board reviewed a letter from Karen Holden regarding safety and noise concerns 
related to target practice on the Lohsen property on Hartsboro Road. N. Tift said it was 
a civil matter between neighbors. 
 
G. Fredette made a motion authorizing N. Tift to sign the Local Emergency Operation 
Plan on behalf of the town; M. Tessier seconded the motion. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
The board discussed road crew overtime and T. Phillips reaffirmed the town’s desire to 
use John Squier whenever possible to reduce overtime. 
 
The board reviewed Health officer Trisha Nash’s report in response to Ann Jarrosak’s 
complaint of rust and grease flowing onto her property from the Coote property on West 
View Road. Trisha did not find anything unusual. N. Tift said one unregistered vehicle 
did not constitute a violation of the junk ordinance in response to Ms. Jarrosak’s 
concern over a junk vehicle on the Coote property. 
 
Board members by consensus agreed to appoint Bill Brooks as the town’s 
representative to the Rutland Regional Planning Commission. Board members also 
agreed by consensus to sign a letter of appreciation to Mr. Brooks for his service to the 
community and his tenure on the Selectboard. 
 



Executive Session. G. Fredette made a motion to enter executive session at 8:40 p.m. 
with Diane Baker for personnel matters; N. Tift seconded the motion. Motion carried (5-
0). 
 
G. Fredette made a motion to exit executive session at 9:00 p.m.; M. Tessier seconded 
the motion. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
G. Fredette made a motion to accept the Recreation Committee’s recommendation to 
hire Tara Goodell as summer recreation program director; R. Regula seconded the 
motion. Motion carried (4-0). T. Phillips abstained. 
 
G. Fredette moved to set summer salaries at $15 an hour for the summer recreation 
director, $10.50 an hour for counselors/lifeguards and minimum wage for concession 
workers; R. Regula seconded the motion. Motion carried (4-0). T. Phillips abstained. 
 
M. Tessier made a motion to accept the Recreation Committee’s recommendation to 
hire Anna Baker, Tyler Heffernan, Riley Phillips and Preston Phillips as 
counselors/lifeguards and Ian Reilly as a substitute lifeguard; G. Fredette seconded the 
motion. Motion carried (4-0). T. Phillips abstained. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 


