
Draft 
Town of Wallingford, VT 

Planning Commission (PC) Meeting Minutes 
April 10, 2017 

Town Office, 75 School St. 

 

Members Present:  Erika Berner (Chair), Jill Burkett, Kevin Mullin, Carol Ann Martin, 
Michael McMahon (Clerk).  Members Absent: Ralph Lovino 

Others Present: Jeff Biasuzzi (Zoning Administrator), Elysa Smigielski (Planner, Rutland 
Regional Planning Commission (RRPC)), Tom Wheeler, and John Armstrong (Chair of 
the Energy Committee) by telephone.  

Meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm and was electronically recorded. 

Review of the Agenda: E. Berner added the introduction of the newest member 
Michael McMahon to the agenda.   

Election of Chair and Clerk 

E. Berner volunteered to continue as the chair.  CA Martin made a Motion to elect E. 
Berner as chair. K. Mullin seconded; all approved and the Motion passed. 

M. McMahon volunteered to become the clerk.  However, in the discussion that 
followed no Motion was made or seconded and no vote was taken. 

E. Berner asked we delay the Review of Minutes until later in the meeting to allow E. 
Smigielski of the RRPC make her presentation.  All members agreed. 

Discussion of Town Plan: 

E. Smigielski, a Town Plan Specialist from RRPC was introduced to the PC. She 
informed the PC that Tina Van Guilder’s presentation would have to be delayed 
because of a scheduling conflict.  However, the content of neutral advertising in 
store/gas stations windows is about how to regulate alcohol and tobacco advertising 
within the town and needs to be addressed in Town Plans and Zoning Regulations.  

She also presented a variety of maps that can be produced to show zoning districts 
using the colors recommended for each type of district and overlays such as parcels, 
contour lines, etc. In her discussion, she stated that she talked to Joyce Barbieri about 
her concerns with the Cornwell parcel and indicated it on the zoning map in purple.  She 
said she would not do anything further with the maps until the PC gives her its final 
decision on the zoning district.  

 Her next discussion was The Town Plan energy chapter.  John Armstrong joined the 
conversation by telephone at this point.  E. Smigielski discussed the request by 
Wallingford to write an Enhanced Energy Plan with the assistance of RRPC. State 
requirements indicate that an energy section must be included in all town plans and that 



each town should develop an Enhanced Energy Plan. She discussed the requirement 
by the state to develop new Energy Use maps that will show areas appropriate for solar 
installations and the need for towns to designate the sites preferred by the town.  The 
Energy Committee and the PC need to work together to come up with an energy section 
for the town plan and to develop an Enhanced Energy Plan.  The PC would like the 
Energy Committee to take the lead on the Energy section of the Town Plan and the 
Enhanced Energy Plan. E. Smigielski suggested that the Energy Committee hold a 
public forum/review of Energy sometime after the June 12, 2017 public forum/dinner to 
discuss Wallingford Town’s energy needs, concerns, priorities, etc.  

Finally, E. Smigielski discussed the June 12, 2017 town dinner/forum to be held at the 
Rotary Building at 6 pm.  She is working with local businesses to provide food and 
drinks, working on a postcard to send to every Wallingford household in early May 
2017, and trying to obtain two Banners to hang in town.  One banner will be in front of 
the Rotary Building and the other by The Boot (Rt 7 and 140). 

Review of the Minutes: The Meeting Minutes of the March 13, 2017 were reviewed. K. 
Mullin made a Motion to accept the minutes. E. Berner seconded; all approved and the 
motion passed. 

The PC welcomed Michael McMahon as a new member appointed by the Selectboard 
at it 3/20/2017 meeting for a 3 year term. 

Public Input; Other Business: 

No one offered public comments. 

M. McMahon requested to discuss other business. He distributed to members of PC 
copies of the 1971 Zoning Maps with the physical description of each map, copies of the 
2015 Zoning Maps, excerpts from the 2009 and 2015 Zoning Regulations describing the 
maps and 2014 Town Property parcel maps showing the industrial areas in 2009 and 
the new areas added in 2015, and section 6 of the 2013 Town Plan which specifies 
specific maps to be used for zoning.  He proposed that since the 2015 Zoning 
Regulations were vague and did not describe the specifics of the maps and there were 
no maps attached in Town Record Books, we should go back to using the 1971 Zoning 
Maps.  After a great deal of discussion, it was decided to stay with the current maps. E. 
Berner request that J. Biasuzzi and M. McMahon look further into the matter and report 
back to the PC.  J. Burkett made a Motion to have J. Biasuzzi and M. McMahon look in 
to the maps and report back to the PC.  CA Martin seconded: all approved and the 
Motion passed. 

Next, M. McMahon distributed excerpts from the 2009 and 2015 zoning regulations on 
the effective date and method for approving the new Zoning Regulations, and excerpts 
from state regulation Title 24 Chapter 117 section 4442 that relate to the approval 
process.  The 2009 Zoning Regulation language states that the 2009 Zoning Regulation 
will take effect only after the voters of the Town of Wallingford, voting by Australian 
ballot at the next regular or special meeting, have approved it.  No Australian ballot vote 
could be located to show that the voters approved the 2009 Zoning Regulations.  In the 



2015 Zoning Regulations the approval process was changed by the PC from Australian 
ballot by the voters to approval by the selectboard.  However, the state regulation states 
that an Australian ballot requirement remains in effect until it is rescinded by the voters.  
No such Australian ballot rescinding the Australian ballot requirement could be located.  
M. McMahon proposed that the PC should advise the selectboard on the question of the 
validity of the approval process for the 2009 and 2015 Zoning Regulations and 
suggested that we may have to go back to the 1989 Zoning Regulations.  After a great 
deal of discussion, it was decided that past approval processes for Zoning Regulations 
were in the past.  The PC is in the middle of a major rewrite of the Town Plan and 
Zoning Regulation review/update which will take place after the Town Plan is approved. 

C. A. Martin mentioned that she was taking a new job in Massachusetts and she may 
have to resign from the PC.  She will inform the PC once a decision is made. 

The next meeting of the Planning Commission was scheduled for May 8, 2017 at 7 pm. 

J. Burkett moved to end the meeting.  K. Mullin seconded, all approved and the meeting 
adjourned at 8:42 pm. 

Respectfully submitted: 

    Michael McMahon, acting clerk 


