Town of Wallingford Town Meeting Minutes
March 2, 2015

Town Moderator A. Jay Kenlan opened the annual town meeting, held at the Wallingford
Elementary School, at 7:02 p.m. He welcomed the 45+ attendees and asked all those who
were attending their first town meeting to stand and be recognized. Mr. Kenlan explained the
basic rules for the meeting. He also recognized longtime active community members who
passed away during the year — Fred Thurlow, Bill Seward, Don Fredette, and Frank Stafford.

Jay Kenlan asked Selectboard Chair Nelson Tift to introduce Selectboard members Gary
Fredette, Mark Tessier, and Rose Regula, as well as Town Clerk & Treasurer Julie Sharon.
Selectboard member Tom Phillips was absent.

The moderator read the warning as follows: The legal voters of the Town of Wallingford,
Vermont are hereby warned and notified to meet at the Wallingford Elementary School on
Monday evening, March 2, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. to act upon the following articles. The Polls will
be open on Tuesday, March 3, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Wallingford Town
Hall for the purpose of voting Australian Ballot.

ARTICLEI. To elect the following Town Officers by Australian Ballot: a Town Moderator,
Grand Juror, Town Agent and First Constable, each for one-year terms; two Selectboard
members, one for two years and one for three years; three Auditors, one for three years, one
for one year to complete a three-year term and one for two years to complete a three-year
term; two Listers, one for three years and one for two years to complete a three-year term;
and two Trustees of Public Funds, one for three years and one for one year to complete a
three-year term.

ARTICLE II. Shall the Town vote to have scholarships provided under Title 16 V.S.A.,
Section 2535, the same to be applied for on or before April 30, 2015 at the Rutland South
Supervisory Union? Bill Scranton made the motion, which was seconded by Rob Carey. The
motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE IlI. Shall the Town vote to have one-half (1/2) of the fiscal year 2016 (July 1, 2015
— June 30, 2016) property taxes and fire protection taxes paid to the Town Treasurer on or
before October 19, 2015 at 4:30 p.m. and the remaining one-half of the fiscal year 2016
property taxes and fire protection taxes paid to the Town Treasurer on or before April 18,
2016 at 4:30 p.m.? Payments are physically due in the Town Office; post-marked dates will
not be accepted. Bill Lohsen made the motion, which was seconded by Bill Brooks. The
motion passed by voice vote.
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ARTICLE IV. Shall the voters of the Town of Wallingford vote to appropriate a sum not to
exceed $1,046,759.44 for the General Operation of the town, with an amount not to exceed
$696,964.33 to be raised in Property Taxes for fiscal year 20167

Nelson Tift highlighted revenue sources, comparing this year's budget to next year.
Ordinance fine income increased by $5,000; recording fees were reduced by $3,200;
property taxes “to be raised” are down over $5,100; the estimated carryover variance is over
last year's by approximately $13,200; delinquent property taxes to be received are projected
at $15,000 over this year; and land use reimbursement was increased by almost $4,300.

Total administration expenses are up $18,950, mainly attributable to the listers’ request to
establish a reappraisal fund in the amount of $10,000. They anticipate the need for a town
wide reappraisal within the next 2-3 years. 3% salary increases also impacted the increase.
The insurance budget increased by $12,325 due to rising health, unemployment, and workers
comp insurance premiums. Town government operations decreased by $3,000, while
Appropriations increased by $1,275. Total highway expenditures decreased $4,300. Nelson
Tift stated that the winter salt budget had to be increased by $10,000 due to the significant
price increase seen statewide. The gravel budget was lowered by $35,000 as well as the
paving budget by $20,000 to offset budgeting $40,000 towards the purchase of a new truck to
replace the 2006 truck. This new vehicle will be financed over 4-5 years.

The Public Safety budget increased by $5,167. Nelson Tift explained that the First constable
expense will now be used for mileage reimbursement only and was lowered by $4,200.
Special officers’ expense, which funds the Sheriff's contract and the constable’s salary, was
increased by $9,367. $4,200 of that increase was moved from the First constable expense
with the balance of $5,167 budgeted as a raise in the First constable’s salary.

Jay Kenlan reread Article IV. Bill Brooks made the motion, which was seconded by Bill
Lohsen. The motion passed by voice vote.

Nan Dubin asked why dog license fees to the State went from zero in FY15 to $2,000 next
year. Julie Sharon responded that for every license sold, the Town has to send $4 to the
State for their rabies control and spay/neuter programs. These fees historically came out of
‘office expense”, and she wants to distinguish this expense by showing it separately.

Karl Ross asked about the decreases in the paving and gravel budgets. Nelson Tift stated
that this year's gravel budget increased $35,000 which should make a significant
improvement in the condition of the gravel roads.

Karl Ross asked why the Public Safety budget was increased. Mr. Tift stated that constables
must now complete formal police training in order to become certified if they are to have law
enforcement authority. With the constable’s salary included in the “Special Officers” expense
instead of “First Constable”, the Selectboard will have the authority to direct the constable.
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Bill Scranton asked if the Town would be receiving any more funds from FEMA. Julie Sharon
explained that the $276,672.51 shown as income in FY14 was the final reimbursement from
FEMA for the last project completed (the retaining walls along Roaring Brook) as a result of
Tropical Storm Irene in 2011.

ARTICLE V. Shall the Town authorize the Selectboard to borrow money from time to time as
may be required? Rob Carey made the motion; Wendy Savery seconded it. The motion

passed by voice vote. .

ARTICLE VI. Shall the Town approve the Reports of the Town Officer as submitted? Karl
Ross made the motion; Donald Spruit seconded it. The motion passed by voice vote.

Kathy Ross asked if the Class 4 Roads and Trails Policy adopted last ye'ar'affected any of the
existing roads in Wallingford, and Nelson Tift replied that it did not.” -

ARTICLE VII. To conduct such other business as may properly come before the meeting.
Jay Kenlan mentioned that the Town needs volunteers to serve on committees, etc. and read

off the vacancies. He encouraged residents to come forward.

With no other business to come before the body, at 7:27 p.m. Mr. Kenlan asked for a motion
to adjourn the Town portion of the meeting. Bill Scranton moved to adjourn the Town portion
of the meeting; David Klock seconded it. The_ motion was approved by voice vote.

Submiﬁew
&,
e .

e

Town Moderator

/%///f:/'“}y Selsctboard Chair
7@?(% Town Clerk

7

Bt e T e e e s ]

. Town Meeting Minutes 3-2-15 Page 3




