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Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

November 6, 2017 
 

Selectboard Members Present: Bill Brooks, Gary Fredette, Rose Regula, Nelson Tift 
and Mark Tessier.  
 
Others Present: Julie Sharon, Sandi Switzer, Michael McMahon, Joyce McMahon, Steve 
Lanfear, Erika Berner, Jill Burkett, Judy Edmunds, Lynn Edmunds and Frank Beliveau. 
 
Chair B. Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Wallingford Town 
Hall. 
 
Agenda Amendments. Agenda additions of Building Use Request by Wendy Savery on 
behalf of Gilbert Hart Library and permission to sell Conservation Commission honey at 
Town Hall. 
 
Minutes. M. Tessier made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 
Minutes of the Selectboard meeting on October 16, 2017. Motion carried (5-0).  
 
Pay Orders. N. Tift made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 
11/07/17 pay orders totaling $1,427,501.36. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Road Commissioner’s Report. Road Commissioner Phil Baker did not attend the 
meeting. Road Foreman Steve Lanfear said storm related damage to West Hill was 
repaired and the road crew would be working on Dugway Road for another week. 
 
He said the road crew would be replacing 2 culverts on Dugway and installing a new third 
culvert supplied by the state. He said six culverts were replaced on West Hill with all six 
above Codes and Standards, which may or may not be reimbursed by FEMA. A new 
seventh culvert was installed as part of the West Hill project and may or may not be 
reimbursed by FEMA, he said. 
 
The Selectboard reminded the road foreman he could not return to work after his 
November 8 surgery without a doctor’s note detailing a return to work date with duties 
allowed. He would also need a doctor’s note indicating a date he could return to work with 
full duties. 
 
Mr. Lanfear said both the loader and grader needed some repairs and he had completed 
several repairs on the one-ton truck. 
 
Frank Beliveau of Innovation Surface Solutions provided an overview of liquid products 
used on road salt to reduce amounts used and increase effectiveness as well as solutions 
for dust control measures in the summer. He offered to provide estimates to the town and 
free training. 
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Credit Cards. Board members reviewed a survey of entities that provided credit card 
services to municipalities for the convenience of those who wish to pay by credit card. G. 
Fredette noted PayGov.us does not charge a fee to the municipality and user fees were 
$3 for under $50 and 3% for over $50. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by 
N. Tift authorizing acceptance of credit card payments through PayGov.us. Motion carried 
(5-0). 
 
Planning Commission Meeting Locations and Town Plan Update. Planning 
Commission Chair Erika Berner outlined the number of meetings held by the planning 
commission during her tenure. She stated two of the meetings were at held at her home 
to access a copier and to offer dinner to planners as an expression of appreciation for 
their work on the Town Plan.  She said Vermont League of Cities and Towns found 
nothing wrong with meetings in a private house as long as the public was allowed access. 
She said no future meetings would be held at her home, but she did note there would be 
one more dinner for planners.  
 
Ms. Berner said the circulation of a draft Town Plan had created an uproar in the 
community with residents under the impression it was the final version. She said the final 
version would be 30 to 35 pages. 
 
Planning Commission member Michael McMahon said the draft version should be 
available to everyone and the commission ought to listen to public input throughout the 
process. He said 47 people attended the last meeting and wanted to be involved with 
offering input. 
 
Planning Commission member Jill Burkett responded the commission followed the 
agenda and public comments were allowed at the end of the meeting. 
 
There was further discussion regarding inclusion of updated industrial zone maps in the 
revised Town Plan along with input from all municipal groups. 
 
Public Comments. None. 
 
Road Erosion Inventory Grant Application. Town Administrator Sandi Switzer said she 
was applying for a Better Roads grant in the amount of $7997 with an in-kind match of 
$1599 to complete a Road Erosion Inventory with the assistance of Rutland Regional 
Planning Commission. The inventory is a requirement of the state’s Municipal Road 
General Permit. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by M. Tessier authorizing 
B. Brooks to sign the permit application. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Witham Property on Route 103. The board reviewed an email from Zoning Administrator 
Jeff Biasuzzi regarding issuance of a Notice of Violation on the Witham property. The 
board supported the action but indicated there would be no funds available for legal costs. 
 
S. Switzer informed board members law enforcement officers had visited the property out 
of concern for children living there and were told the children lived in Rutland and parents 
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used the Wallingford address in order for the children to attend school in the Mill River 
Unified Union School District.  
 
She said she had been in contact with VTrans regarding the driveway access created 
onto a state highway and transportation officials responded the driveway was permitted. 
 
Auditor Vacancy. The board noted Gene Gilman had resigned as auditor and the board 
extended appreciation for his service. The vacancy will be posted. 
 
Transfer Station Attendant Job Description. Board members reviewed a revised job 
description for transfer station attendants. N. Tift questioned whether the supervisor 
should have a different description. Board members agreed all transfer station employees 
should be able to perform the duties listed in the description. 
 
G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift approving the revised transfer 
station attendant job description. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Selectboard Comments/Concerns.  M. Tessier expressed safety concerns regarding a 
worker attending Fire District #1’s pump station on South Main Street. He said it was 
considered a confined space and there should be more than one worker at the site for 
safety reasons. M. Tessier wondered whether it was a violation of OSHA/VOSHA 
standards for a lone individual to work in a confined space. He said while this was a fire 
district matter, he said as a member of the town’s Workplace Safety Committee he felt an 
obligation to raise the issue. 
 
Conservation Commission Honey. By unanimous consent, the Selectboard approved 
the sale of honey collected from Stone Meadow at Town Hall. 
 
Building Use Request. B. Brooks made a motion that was seconded by M. Tessier 
approving Wendy Savery’s request on behalf of Gilbert Hart Library to hold a play, A 
Christmas Carol, at Town Hall on Sunday, December 17 at 2:00 p.m. Motion carried (5-
0). 
 
Other Business. Board members viewed the www.wallingfordvermont.com website 
under construction that is dedicated to local Wallingford businesses. The board directed 
the town administrator to request photographs of Town Hall not be used on the home 
page so visitors were not confused into thinking it was the municipal website. 
 
They agreed to offer a link on the municipal website to this business website as long as 
it was a volunteer effort. 
 
In response to VLCT attorney Carl Andeer’s email, the board indicated the planning 
commission should nominate an interim zoning administrator for an upcoming 
Development Review Board meeting since Zoning Administrator Jeff Biasuzzi should 
recuse himself from the proceedings. It was further recommended by the attorney that 
Mr. Biasuzzi not attend the hearing.  

http://www.wallingfordvermont.com/
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Board members noted Carol Ann Martin’s name should be removed from the list of DRB 
members. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
                                                                                Date Approved:  11/20/17 

Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 


