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Wallingford Selectboard Meeting 
 Minutes 

June 19, 2017 
 

Selectboard Members Present: Bill Brooks, Gary Fredette, Rose Regula, Mark Tessier, 
and Nelson Tift.   
 
Others Present: Julie Sharon, Sandi Switzer, and Phil Baker 
 
Chairman Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Wallingford Town 
Hall. 
 
Agenda Amendments. Town Administrator Sandi Switzer added Wright Appraisal data 
collector agreement, planning commission and development review board appointments, 
and part-time employee sick time usage to the agenda. 
 
Minutes. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 
Minutes of the Selectboard meeting on June 5, 2017. Motion carried (5-0).  
 
Pay Orders. M. Tessier made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula to approve the 
06/20/17 pay orders totaling $72,870.72 after $1890.00 was added for Wright Appraisal. 
Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Road Commissioner’s Report.  Road Commissioner Phil Baker said he talked to Road 
Foreman Steve Lanfear regarding bulk culvert purchases. He said Webb provided a price 
list that was comparable to Ferguson, but did not include shipping. 
 
Mr. Baker said he spoke to VT Railway representative Shane Filskov, but he said they 
had not scheduled a meeting to discuss silt and drainage issues on Maple Street. 
 
M. Tessier said the fire chief asked at a Workplace Safety Committee meeting if the town 
garage could house the fire trucks for three days this summer while floor maintenance 
was underway at the fire station. The board agreed to house the trucks if the road foreman 
could make arrangements. 
 
Mr. Baker said the road crew would address a sinkhole on Depot Street. 
 
Better Roads Grant. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift approving 
a Better Roads grant agreement for a Bear Mountain Road project with a $7,284 award 
amount and an $1821 local match. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Mr. Baker asked whether the job would be put out to bid or done in-house. The board 
agreed to leave it to the road foreman’s discretion. 
 
Mr. Baker said he would pick up the roadside mower on July 5 in Castleton. 
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Paving Bids. B. Brooks opened the three sealed paving bids.  
 
Wilk Paving, Inc. - $69.34/ton with a total of 1355 tons for a cost of $93,955.70. 
Fuller Sand and Gravel - $58/ton ($70/ton Meadow Street) with a total of 1409 tons for a 
cost of $82,442. 
Pike Industries - $64.90/ton with a total of 1270 tons for a cost of $82,423. 
 
Board members agreed whoever was awarded the paving contract must supply the town 
with tonnage slips. 
 
After some discussion, B. Brooks made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift to award 
the 2017 paving contract to Pike Industries. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Mr. Baker said the paving priorities were Creek Road, Meadow Street, Homer Stone, Hull 
Avenue and Nash Drive. 
 
S. Switzer reminded the road commissioner the state awarded the town a grant for the 
Creek Road paving project and would require detailed invoices for reimbursement. Mr. 
Baker agreed. 
 
Public Comments.  None 
 
Letter of Intent for Grants-in-Aid Pilot Project. The board reviewed documents related 
to VTrans Grants-in-Aid Pilot Project that would fund improvements to a hydrologically 
connected road segment up to approximately $9000 with a 20% local match. 
 
There was a discussion regarding what road segment ought to be the focus of the project. 
The board agreed to leave it to the road foreman and road commissioner’s discretion. 
 
G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula authorizing the board 
chairman to sign the Letter of Intent for improvements to a road segment designated by 
the state that would qualify for the grant. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Diesel. There was a brief discussion regarding whether the town should enter into a pre-
buy with Marcel Oil using the remainder of the FY’17 diesel budget. The board agreed to 
leave it to Town Clerk/Treasurer Julie Sharon’s discretion. 
 
ATV Use of Town Roads. Board members reviewed ATV ordinances from Hyde Park 
and Northfield allowing limited use of municipal roads. The board agreed there was no 
vocal outcry from residents for a similar ordinance in Wallingford.  
 
G. Fredette said he would contact the residents who asked him to explore the issue to 
find out the extent of interest within the community. He said he would report back to the 
board at a future meeting. 
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Reappraisal Funds. By unanimous consent, the board directed J. Sharon to put the 
annual state payment of $10,107 as well as the $10,000 from line 5002-D in FY’17 into 
the Reappraisal CD. 
 
Open Meeting Law Forum. By unanimous consent, the board approved an Open 
Meeting Law forum on September 19 at Town Hall hosted free of charge by James 
Barlow. The board encouraged members of every town committee and commission to 
attend. 
 
July Meeting. By unanimous consent, the board agreed to hold one meeting in July on 
the 17th of the month. 
 
Selectboard Concerns. M. Tessier said he would like to see Elfin Lake open in late May 
rather than mid-June. There was a discussion regarding the likelihood of vandalism 
without personnel overseeing the facility. 
 
B. Brooks asked the town administrator to notify Mark Barone he could put signage on 
his own property encouraging motorists to slow down as long as the signage was not in 
the right of way. 
 
Data Collector Agreement. G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by M. Tessier 
to approve Wright Appraisal’s data collector contract for reappraisal services. Motion 
carried (5-0). 
 
Appointments. B. Brooks made a motion that was seconded by G. Fredette to appoint 
Justin Jankus to the planning commission. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by N. Tift to appoint Dave Ballou to the 
Development Review Board. Motion carried (3-0). B. Brooks and R. Regula recused 
themselves. 
 
Part-time Employee Sick Time. The board engaged in a discussion regarding the usage 
of sick time for part-time employees mandated by the state. By unanimous consent, the 
board agreed part-time employees who qualify for sick time should be granted the 
flexibility to use it for personal time in consultation with their supervisor. 
 
Other Business. The board had no objection to a bike club of 80 riders using the 
ballfield parking lot on Tuesday, July 25 as a rest area and lunch stop. 
 
The board reviewed an email from town attorney Gary Kupferer raising concerns 
regarding a draft amendment of AT&T’s cell tower lease agreement. The board directed 
S. Switzer to forward the email to the AT&T representative. 
 
By unanimous consent, the approved Tree Warden Steve Pytlik’s request to carryover 
the $500 tree budget to the next fiscal year. 
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Executive Session. B. Brooks made a motion that was seconded by G. Fredette to 
enter executive session at 7:51 P.M. with the town administrator and town 
clerk/treasurer for employee evaluations. Motion carried (5-0). 
   
The board emerged from executive session at 8:10 p.m.  
 
G. Fredette made a motion that was seconded by R. Regula approving across the 
board raises of 2% for all employees with the zoning administrator’s wage raised to $19 
per hour. 
 
N. Tift made a motion to amend the amounts to 3% and 1% for transfer station 
employees. R. Regula seconded the amendment. The motion was defeated (2-3) with 
N. Tift and R. Regula voting in support of the amendment. 
 
The board then returned to the original motion. By a vote of 4-1, the motion approving 
2% raises for all employees with the zoning administrator’s wage set at $19 an hour 
was approved. R. Regula cast the “No” vote. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
 

                                                                                Date Approved:  

Sandi Switzer, Town Administrator 


